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Light In The Darkness 
“The Relevance and Reality of Faith” 
 

John 6:16-20; Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52 
 

The story of Jesus walking on the water is familiar to most people, including those outside 
the church. For many believers the story is so familiar they lose sight of its relevance and 
of its compelling reality that should motivate one to strengthen the relevance and reality of 
his or her own faith. The record of Jesus walking on the water has an abundance of 
personal application to the status of our individual faith. We should take care not to get 
lost in its familiarity.  
 
The gospels of Matthew and Mark help us see the entire event as we work through the 
account from John. With the aid of the two other gospel writers, we will learn the purpose 
for this miraculous event and how its truth will encourage us in our faith. We will 
approach this story by asking two diagnostic questions: What was the purpose Jesus 
wanted this event to accomplish in the lives of His disciples? How can this miracle 
encourage a greater faith in believers today? 
 
What was the purpose Jesus wanted this event to accomplish in the lives of His disciples?  
 
Contextually, and in keeping with his theme to present Jesus as the Son of God, this is the 
fifth miraculous sign John recorded in his gospel. It too demonstrates Christ’s deity by 
revealing His power over the laws of nature. 
 
When Jesus dismissed the crowd, thwarting their superficial desire to make Him king by 
force, Jesus also sent the disciples away (Matthew 14:22). They were probably excited to 
finally see their Rabbi get the accolades He so deserved. Jesus had taught them to pray for 
God’s kingdom to come (Matthew 6:10), and it might have seemed to them that prayer 
was on the verge of being answered in the positive. Not wanting the disciples to be swept 
up by all the superficial enthusiasm, the Lord removed them from the situation.  
 
Evening refers to the time frame between sunsets to dark. We denote this as twilight or just 
before dark. The disciples waited for Jesus until it was dark; then they climbed into the 
boat to head for Capernaum, which was located on the northwest shore. Mark 6 tells us 
the initial destination was Bethsaida, not far from where the multitudes had been fed. They 
may have assumed Jesus would meet them there. Yet, after waiting for a while, they 
crossed the upper portion of the lake to Capernaum (v.17). 
 
 
Sea of Galilee 
The Sea of Galilee is about 700 feet below sea level in what is known as the Jordan Rift. 
The surrounding hills and mountains rise abruptly to about 2,000 feet above sea level. The 
sharp drop of nearly 3,000 feet from the tops of the hills and mountains to the surface of 
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the lake creates ideal conditions for the sudden and violent storms for which the Sea of 
Galilee is notorious (Matthew 8:23-27). The cooler air rushes down the slopes and hits the 
surface of the lake with great force, churning the water into whitecaps and creating 
dangerous conditions for small boats.  
 
As the disciples sailed across the lake toward Capernaum, they found themselves in one of 
these sudden squalls. The wind was so powerful it blew the disciples little boat off course, 
pushing it “…a long distance from the land…” (Matthew 14:24) toward “…the middle of 
the sea…” (Mark 6:47). So, why did Jesus — knowing this storm would come up — allow 
them in the middle of it? Because they needed to see His deity on display. They needed a 
faith boost. 
 
The disciples’ boat was about three to three and half miles off shore. There was no natural 
explanation for what they were suddenly seeing. Jesus was proving to them once again 
whom He was and why they need not be discouraged by the opposition their Master was 
facing. Every situation we find ourselves in that is impossible, overwhelming, or fearful — 
Jesus is always using these situations to encourage and strengthen our faith and to bond 
with Him.  
 
How can this miracle encourage His followers today?  
 
Although they did not recognize the Lord as He approached the boat, He calmed the 
panic-stricken disciples, telling them, “It is I, do not be afraid” (v.19). Matthew adds, 
Jesus said, “Take courage…” One commentator said when Jesus identified Himself, He 
literally said “ Take courage, it is I am.”  
 
This is how we are to be encouraged by this event. I Am is in control of all things — 
including the laws of nature. We would do well to remember that when we find ourselves 
focused on the storm instead of being focused on the Savior.  
 
John does not mention Peter’s response but Matthew does, (cf. Matthew 14:28-31). The 
story of Jesus walking on the water actually includes four different miracles. Not only did 
Jesus walk on the water, but Peter did as well (at least for a few moments). Matthew and 
Mark record a third miracle. When Jesus (along with the soaking wet and thoroughly 
chastened Peter) got into the boat, the wind immediately stopped (cf. Matthew 14:32; 
Mark 6:51). Finally, John records the fourth miracle: after Jesus got on board and calmed 
the storm, “…immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going.” (v.21) 
Miraculously, the boat instantly traversed the three and a half miles to Capernaum.  
 
So what is the response for us? The same as it was for the disciples, “And those who were 
in the boat worshiped Him, saying, ‘You are certainly God’s Son!’” The only appropriate 
response to Jesus Christ is to fall before Him in worship, as did the wise men at His birth 
(Matthew 2:11), a Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:25), a blind man whom Jesus healed 
(John 9:38), the women who came to the tomb after His resurrection (Matthew 28:9), 
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Thomas after seeing His wounds (John 20:28), and the rest of the eleven disciples 
(Matthew 28:17; Luke 24:52).  
 
All true followers of Jesus respond to His awesome power in adoration and worship. This 
is how this miracle should encourage all of us today. Jesus Christ is our God and only 
Savior, there is no one like Him, nor will there ever be.  
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Application Questions 
 

What does this event specifically prove about Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you relate to this story? 
 
 
 
 
 
What faith application can you make based on the truth of what Jesus did for the 
disciples? 
 
 
 
 
 
How will you allow this story to change the way you think about the way the Lord will use 
certain situations to strengthen your faith? 


