
 

 

 
Equipped For The Inevitable 
“Difficult Witness”  

1 Peter 3:1-7 
 

One of the most difficult places to be a witness and to live an exemplary life in Christ is in 
the home. This is where we are most transparent and real: no pretense, no “put-on,” no 
efforts to impress. We are raw, genuine, vulnerable, and out in the open. And yet, this is 
how it should be in our homes. As Christians, we are not allowed to take off our 
Christianity behind the closed doors of our home.  
 

Peter has been teaching on the subject of submission. Peter teaches us to obey this 
principle in four different areas: He has stated the importance for submission to authority 
in society (2:13-17), submission to an employer (2:18-25), submission in marriage (3:1-7), 
and submission in the church (3:8-9). The Holy Spirit thinks this topic of submission is a 
top priority for God’s people. He spoke through the apostle Paul (Romans 13; Ephesians 5) 
about this subject as well. Therefore, we should take this teaching very seriously and 
apply its truth consistently. 
 

In the opening verses of chapter 3, Peter directs six verses to wives and one verse to 
husbands. Seems a bit over balanced. But there is a reason for this - CONTEXT. When we 
approach the Scripture, we must understand it in its context.  
 

This portion of Scripture is not a discourse on Christian marriage, although some 
principles can and should be applied. This is a discourse on mixed marriage - a Christian 
spouse and a non-Christian spouse. The point Peter is making here is how can a believer 
win their unbelieving spouse.  
 

The Wife’s Responsibility 
 

Peter gives Christian wives two basic principles by which to live. 
 

1) She is to be submissive and respectful (1 Peter 3:1-2) 
 

Submission does not imply any moral, intellectual, or spiritual inferiority in the family, 
workplace, or society in general. But it is God’s design for roles necessary to mankind’s 
wellbeing. Peter made it clear that Christian wives are to be submissive to their own 
husbands. That is a possessive verb. A woman by no means is commanded to submit to all 
men - just her own husband.  
 

2) She is to be modest (1 Peter 3:3-6) 
 

The Lord is more concerned with the inside of a person than what is on the outside. 
Instead of being consumed with their outward appearance, Christian wives should be 
devoted to beautifying the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable quality of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  



 

 

The Husband’s Responsibility 
 

Peter now gives the believing husband the responsibilities of behavior toward his 
unbelieving wife. The teaching of submission applies to the husband as well. Peter says, 
You husbands likewise…The Christian husband submits in three different ways: 
 

1)  He is to be considerate. (1 Peter 3:7a) 
 

Husbands are to live with their wife in an understanding way. The word live means 
“dwelling together” and refers to living with someone in intimacy and cherishing them. 
Understanding way refers to being considerate, sensitive, empathetic, and sympathetic to 
the wife’s deepest physical and emotional needs. Believing husbands must constantly 
nourish and cherish their wives in the bond of intimacy.  
 

2) He is to be caring. (1 Peter 3:7b) 
 

Husbands are to care for their wives as a weaker vessel, since she is a woman. Just as 
submission does not imply inherent inferiority for the ones who submit, so the word 
weaker does not mean the wife in intrinsically weaker in character or intellect than her 
husband. The word also does not mean that women are spiritually inferior to men. It just 
means that a woman is physically different than a man and does not possess the same 
strength as a man. With that in mind, Christian husbands are the sacrificial providers and 
protectors of their wives.  
 

3) He is to be a companion. (1 Peter 3:7c) 
 

Intimate companionship in marriage, the richest blessing of this life, was a foreign concept 
to the Greco-Roman culture of Peter’s day. Husbands generally were uninterested in 
friendship with their wives, expecting them to merely maintain the household and bear 
children.  
 

In contrast a Christian husband is to grant her honor. This means to respect. Christian 
husbands are to love and respect their wives. When a man does this, he elevates his wife 
to a status of partner and by that attitude demonstrates the oneness with her that God 
intended. She is not his servant or sex slave. She is his wife and she deserves honor.  
 

A husband shows his wife honor because she is a fellow heir of the grace of life. She is a 
human being created in the image of God and even though she may be an unbeliever she 
is still living under the common grace of God. She is to be given the dignity of a creation 
of God. This was crucial for a Christian husband married to an unbelieving wife, so that 
your prayers may not be hindered. The prayers in view here are for her salvation.  
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