
 

 

 
 
 
Equipped For The Inevitable 
“Submissive Lifestyle” 

1 Peter 3:8-12 
 

The lifestyle of a Christian is one that should be marked with distinction. The word 
distinct means “recognizably different in nature from something similar in type.” 
Synonyms for distinct are clear, unmistakable. These words also describe attitudes of the 
heart that manifest themselves in actions and speech. Since all believers are by position 
and status Christ’s church, as His ekklesia, being “called out,” we have a responsibility to 
live as such: theoretically and practically; mind and thought; body and action. Paul 
admonished the church at Corinth, “For you have been bought with a price therefore 
glorify God in your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:20) 
 
As we study Peter’s conclusion on the subject of submission, there are four specific words 
that describe our response to the truths he imparted: attitude, action, acknowledgement, 
and awareness. Understanding these directives should result in our having a lifestyle of 
submission. We have been taught our responsibility in civil relationships (2:13-17); 
workplace relationships (2:18-20); relationships to unbelieving spouses (3:1-7); and now 
Peter concludes with a general exhortation that has implications in our everyday life with 
both the church and the world.  
 
1) Living a lifestyle of submission requires having the right attitude. (1 Peter 3:8b) 
 
If we are to live out this truth in a powerful and compelling way, it begins with the right 
attitude. There are five spiritual virtues in v. 8 that constitute this God-honoring lifestyle.  
 
2) Living a lifestyle of submission requires the right action. (1 Peter 3:9) 
 
Having the right attitude will bring about the right action and especially the right reaction 
when wronged. Peter’s point is that we have received the divine, unmerited, and eternal 
blessing of complete forgiveness of an unpayable debt to a holy God. Extending 
forgiveness to someone who has offended us or hurt us should be an easy consequence 
since these things are small in comparison to how our sins have offended God and His 
holiness.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

3) Living a lifestyle of submission requires the right acknowledgement. (1 Peter 3:10-11) 
 
Peter quotes from Psalm 34 in verses 10-12. He is making application of that Psalm’s truth 
to what he is teaching. Peter exhorts us to acknowledge the authority of the Word of God 
in our lives. Not only is Peter writing the Word of God, but he is also cross-referencing the 
Word of God in his teaching.  
 
4) Living a lifestyle of submission requires an awareness. (1 Peter 3:12) 
 
This vividly fixes the reality that every aspect of our lives ought to be lived with the 
motivation of pleasing God. David’s words describe the sovereign, ruling God who sees 
all, knows all, holds people accountable for their behavior, and punishes disobedience. 
But for Peter, the primary issue is not judgment but God’s gracious and loving care for His 
people.  
 
If we believe that God is our Sovereign King in all things, then our ability to submit to 
authority is a natural by-product of our trust in Him.  We are able to understand His 
creative order and submit according to our roles in marriage as well as submit to one 
another in the church through our loving relationships. These actions translate into an 
authenticity that the world will notice. They will be attracted to Christ because our lives 
will imitate His great example of submission.  
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