
 

 

 
Equipped For The Inevitable 
“Keep The Faith” 

1 Peter 3:13-17 
 

The unbelieving world is becoming increasingly hostile toward Christianity and the 
Church. As a result believers have become intimidated to speak and live godly lives. This 
has caused many of God’s people to live in fear. This fear of failure and rejection reveals a 
deep-seated lack of security. This in turn is surrendered to the false security brought about 
by spiritual pride and arrogance. A fear of the future, a fear of the unknown, a fear of 
losing control, a fear of pain and suffering, a fear to share the gospel, and the list goes on 
and on.  All of these insecurities and fears are a result of our sin nature. However, none of 
these fears should ever dominate the true follower of Jesus. Who we are in Christ 
motivates us to live the truth of Christ without fear or intimidation.  
 
1) A passion for what is good. (1 Peter 3:13) 
 
Good generally refers to a life that is characterized by generosity, unselfishness, kindness, 
and thoughtfulness toward others. Such a lifestyle has a way of reducing the hostility the 
world would have toward us. The word translated zealous means “intensity” or 
“enthusiasm.” It describes a person with great fervor for a specific cause. 
 
2)  A willingness to suffer for what is wrong and for what is right. (1 Peter 3:14 & 17) 
 
Jesus has made it clear that His followers should not presume to escape suffering if He did 
not escape it. (cf. Matthew 10:24-28) 
 
But even if conveys the idea of “contrary to what is expected” and fits with the verb 
should suffer. This Greek verb form (operative) expresses a fourth-class condition implying 
there is no certainty that suffering will happen…but it might! We may suffer for doing 
what is right, and thus accept such pain as part of God’s wise and sovereign plan for 
blessing our lives. Conversely, we must be willing to suffer for doing what is wrong. We 
anticipate receiving the expected discipline of the Lord for our disobedience to His Word.  
 
3)  A total devotion to Christ ( 1 Peter 3:15a) 
 
 When we sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts, we affirm His control over our lives. 
Sanctify means “to set apart,” but in this context it connotes giving the primary place of 
adoration, exaltation, and worship to Christ. He is the sole object of our love, reverence, 
loyalty, and obedience.  This honoring of Christ as Lord is not external, but in our hearts. 



 

 

It occurs within the very being of our soul - as true worshippers - even when we must face 
suffering. This devotion will equip us with courage, boldness, and perseverance. 
 
4)  A readiness to defend the faith (1 Peter 3:15b) 
 
It is not just endurance through the blessing of suffering that believers are to submit to; 
there is also the opportunity to defend the truth when they are persecuted. The Greek term 
defense (apologia) is the word from which the English terms apology and apologetics are 
derived. It often means formal defense in a judicial courtroom, but here it is used in the 
sense of answering the critics of truth.  
 
The gospel is identified as the hope that is in you. Hope is synonymous with the Christian 
faith because the motive for one accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior is escaping hell and 
entering into eternal glory. Hope becomes the focal point of any rational explanation 
believers should be able to provide regarding their salvation. Peter is telling us to be ready 
to answer those who ask about our relationship with Christ: the why? the who? the what? 
the when? and the how? And our defense is to be one conveyed with gentleness and 
reverence.   
 
Christians who cannot present a biblically clear explanation of their faith will be insecure 
when challenged by unbelievers. The world’s attack can overwhelm those who only have 
a superficial relationship with Christ.  
 
5)  A pure conscience (1 Peter 3:16) 
 
The conscience is the divinely-placed internal mechanism that either accuses or excuses a 
person. It acts as a means of conviction or affirmation. The conscience is the soul 
reflecting on itself; both the Greek word and the English word have the idea of knowing 
oneself. The conscience is not infallible. It is neither the voice of God, nor His moral law. 
 
Adversity is a reality and suffering a spiritual privilege for believers. Knowing and trusting 
God is sovereign and is in total control, we can rest in His protection of us -even when we 
suffer for His righteousness and are persecuted by a hostile world.  
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