
Poiema  
“The Church At Ephesus” 

Ephesians 1:1-2 
 

One of the great privileges the 21st Century church enjoys is a complete revelation of God in His Word. 
Each book of the Bible contains a theme with a message that points to Jesus Christ. From Genesis to 
Revelation, it is His story.  
 
The New Testament church letters teach about our spiritual position in Him, our doctrinal 
understanding of Him, and our daily practice of His truth. The book of Ephesians is consistent with these 
themes. It is a letter that specifically addresses our identity in Christ and our practice of His truth.  
 
Background 
 
Ephesus was located on the Aegean Sea in Asia Minor (Turkey) and served as a commercial center for 
the Roman Empire. It was a major port city, and thus enjoyed a robust economy.  
 
Ephesus prided itself as being not only a commercial, but also a religious metropolis. The magnificent 
temple to patron goddess Diana is considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. Ephesus 
was typical of other first century Asia Minor commercial and religious centers.  Wealth, idolatry, and all 
the vices that come with those two things were abundantly present. However, Ephesus was also a very 
strategically placed city for the westward spread of the gospel.  Paul himself became familiar with 
Ephesus’ influence. Acts 19 records Paul’s presence and teaching in this important city. 
 
As far as we know from church history, Paul did not plant the church at Ephesus. It is believed that some 
Jews from Ephesus were present and saved at Pentecost when Peter preached on the Southern steps of 
the Temple Mount (Acts 2). It is also assumed, although not confirmed, these new believers returned to 
Ephesus and started the church. Paul’s ministry there (Acts 18-19) continued to build the church. Many 
Gentiles came to faith in Christ during this time. Most consider the Ephesian church to have been 
composed predominantly of those Gentile believers. 
 
Some of the church’s most influential members and disciple-makers were Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18). 
The church also enjoyed growth under gifted pastor-teachers, namely Paul, Apollos, and Timothy. John, 
in his later years, headquartered his teaching ministry in Ephesus.  From there he supervised the work of 
the gospel in Asia Minor.  
 
Purpose 
 
Paul wrote this letter to the church while he was under house arrest in Rome. Ephesians differs from the 
other prison letters (Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon).  This epistle’s aim was to transcend the 
battle of false teaching. Paul wanted to raise the eyes of the church to a greater call and purpose.  
 
 
 



Chapter Themes 
 
As an introduction to the study of Ephesians, we need to see some thematic highlights in each chapter. 
There are six chapters in the book of Ephesians. Three are doctrinal and three are practical. Hence, 
Ephesians is in line with Paul’s teaching of doctrine and practice. 
 
Chapter 1 – Our POSITION. (Ephesians 1:3-14) 
 
Chapter 2 – Our PURPOSE. (Ephesians 2:8-10) 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 
Chapter 3 – Our PRACTICE. (Ephesians 3:14-19) 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 3:5) 
 
Chapter 4 – Our PRIORITY. (Ephesians 4:1-6) 
 
Chapter 5 – Our PERSEVERANCE. (Ephesians 5:1-2) 
(cf. John 3:16-17) 
 
Chapter 6 – Our PREPARATION. (Ephesians 6:10-12) 
(cf. 1 John 4:4) 
 
APPLICATION 
 
As we begin this study in Ephesians, read through the letter this week at least twice, if not more. Read it 
as if you are reading an email or a hand written letter from a friend.  Read Ephesians in its entirety – 
addressed just to you.  
 
After reading Paul’s letter several times, answer these questions:  
“What is this saying about Christ?”    “What is this saying about me?” 
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