
 

 

 
Equipped For The Inevitable 
“Prepared For Unjust Suffering” 
 

1 Peter 4:1-6 
 

Being prepared for tough times, whether they are trials to help develop us and grow us in 
the faith, or as in this context, suffering unjustly for the sake of Christ and the gospel, 
should be a priority in the life of every believer.  
 
In chapter 4:1-6, Peter encourages us to be willing to face persecution for Christ and the 
gospel, even perhaps martyrdom for Christ. His instruction is a call to strength, to resolve, 
to an unwavering commitment.  
 
Peter gives us a unique perspective that should serve to motivate us to be strong when we 
suffer for righteousness. Three principles of his perspective stand out in the passage. 
 
1) The mind and purpose of Christ given to us in His salvation. (1 Peter 4:1-2) 
 
As we have learned so far in this series, and although we know and believe it to be of 
certainty, it is always good to be reminded that the cross of Jesus Christ is the ultimate 
proof that suffering can lead to victory over the forces of evil.  
 
The primary weapon Peter calls for in arming believers is the same purpose that was 
manifest through Christ’s suffering and death. That purpose (“attitude,” “thought,” or 
“principle”) is a willingness to die for the cause of Christ because we know death 
produces the greatest victory.  
 
Notice what Peter says in verse two: so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no 
longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. The will of God is not some 
mysterious, abstract, fleece throwing, lot casting, go seek out the wisdom of others, type of 
thing. The will of God is written in black ink on the white pages of the Word of God. 
Moreover, to do the will of God is to be obedient to the Word of God in all things. (cf. 
Romans 6:8-12) 
 
2)   The freedom from sin obtained for us through His salvation. (1 Peter 4:3-5) 
 
Peter describes the past life of some of his readers, reminding them that Christ has 
delivered them from a life of bondage to sin, For the time already past is sufficient for you 
to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles.  
 



 

 

Peter takes a moment to list some of the sins that formerly captivated some of these 
believers and presently captivate unbelievers. The sins listed here run the spectrum of 
gross immortality and debauchery. The first century Roman culture was known for its 
complete immoral thoughts and actions.  
 
Such sins had been so much a way of life for many believers who would be reading 
Peter’s teaching that when they left the old way of life, their fellow sinners, still unsaved, 
still living that kind of lifestyle were surprised meaning, “astonished,” or “shocked,” by 
the sudden change in the life of the now newly born again believer.  
 
Peter assures us that those who slander and persecute believers will give account to Him 
who is who is ready to judge the living and the dead. People who persecute, malign or 
mock you for refusing to participate with them in the aforementioned sins are amassing a 
debt to God that they will spend eternity paying back. Both the living - those alive when 
Peter wrote this letter - and the dead - those already dead.  
(cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; Revelation 20:11-15) 
 
3)   The hope of eternal life reserved for us because of His salvation. (1 Peter 4:6) 
 
Finally, we are to arm ourselves with the genuine hope of the reality of eternal life. Peter 
reminds his readers, For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who 
are dead, meaning that some who read this letter would have known those believers who 
were martyrs, judged in the flesh as men (physically put to death), they were triumphantly 
alive in the spirit according to the will of God.  
(cf. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 
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