
 

 

 
Equipped For The Inevitable 
“Loving and Living in The Last Days” 
 

1 Peter 4:7-19 
 

All of the apostles who wrote in the New Testament told the first century church in the 
then known world that they were living in the “last days.” The attitude and actions of the 
world toward Christ and the Church have been the same since the time of Jesus’ ministry 
and the birth of the Church.  
 
Satan has developed a world system that has one main purpose: the spiritual destruction 
of all human beings. He tirelessly works to obstruct God’s program of redemption so his 
attacks on God’s people continue. They are deceptive and they are consistent. He 
attempts to make the church entirely ineffective in its efforts to share the gospel.  
 
This is why it is so important for the New Testament church to think and act correctly. In 
this section, Peter teaches us how to think and act toward one another and how to think 
and act toward the world. 
 
Believers are to think and act as true sons and daughters of God in every aspect of life as 
it relates to other believers. (1 Peter 4:7-11) 
 
Peter gives us three major things to help us understand the correct way to think and act 
toward other believers. Although these may seem basic, they are foundational to obeying 
the command Jesus gave us in John 13:34-35. Paul, James, John, and Peter instructed the 
church on what it looks like to carry out this command, from attitude to action (including 
the use of spiritual gifts). 
 
Prayer - While we all agree this is important, how often do we neglect to do it? The word 
rendered sound judgment literally means, “be in one’s right mind” - to be under control 
and not be carried away by an errant view of oneself (cf. Rom. 12:3), undue emotion, or 
uncontrolled passion. Sober spirit is closely related and denotes being spiritually 
observant. Prayer helps to achieve this in our lives.  
 
Love - Peter says, “above all,” this refers to the supreme importance of love in the life of a 
Christian toward other believers. Fervent denotes a stretching or straining and pictures a 
runner in a race stretching forward to break the tape at the finish. Genuine love will 
forgive others quickly. The love that comes from God and is given to every believer can 
forgive and cover a multitude of sins.  
Serve – Just as in prayer and love, service also requires both the correct way of thinking 
and acting. Being hospitable extends beyond giving clothes or a meal or any other 



 

 

tangible act of service. It includes not just the act, but also unselfish attitude, so what is 
done, no matter the sacrifice, is done without complaint. Each believer has received a 
spiritual gift, a divine enablement for ministry to the body. (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:4-25) 
 
Believers are to think and act as true sons and daughters of God in every aspect of life as 
it relates to unbelievers. (1 Peter 4:12-19) 
 
Peter shifts to address our thoughts and actions toward the world. He tells us that we 
should not be surprised at the fiery ordeal of persecution. This also has a secondary 
meaning in that it points to the image of a furnace melting down metal to purge it from 
impurities.  
 
Trials, even persecution from the world, have a way of purifying us. James tells us to count 
it all joy when we undergo such testing. Suffering for righteousness sake not only refines, 
but it also reveals whether we are people who truly are sons and daughters of God.  
 
There are three things to keep in mind as it relates to our thoughts and actions toward 
unbelievers: 
 
Preparedness - Peter says “to the degree” in order to show our suffering results in an 
eternal reward and that we actually share in the sufferings of Christ. To the degree we 
may suffer unjustly, we should keep on rejoicing. (cf. Mt 5:10-12) 
 
Be prepared to suffer because of your righteous choices and lifestyle. It is part of being a 
disciple and follower of Christ. 
 
Purpose - Peter says, “If you are reviled for the name of Christ.” We must remember 
when we are reviled, mocked, or slandered because of the gospel, that it is not personal. 
We need not take that rejection personally. It is because of the NAME of Jesus we are 
treated is such ways (v.14). 
 
Perseverance – We can expect this if we think and act properly during times of suffering. 
Trials and suffering are part of the process of preparing us for glory. We are encouraged to 
persevere through them all. (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 
 
Peter says to allow suffering according to the will of God. We must remember when we 
suffer it is the sovereign will of God that we do so. If we know and believe He controls all 
things, then we can endure with great patience and grace any suffering we may 
experience trusting He has chosen for us to experience it for His glory.  
 
When we suffer, we entrust our souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.  
(cf. Psalm 31) 
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