
 
Poiema 
“The Unity of True Christianity” 

Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

Religion has a unique way of leading people away from truth. It contains an element of God-approved 
behavior, thus soothing the guilty conscience of the participants and followers of man-centered 
religiosity. We should not be distracted by the word “religion” and assume it pertains to something 
“churchy.”  It can still be considered religion when the object of worship is outside a Biblical 
understanding of a right relationship with God through the cross of Christ. 
 
In other words, religiosity also includes the worship of self.  This supports the idea that somehow men 
and women are intrinsically good, and all of humanity is, at its core, divine. This is the religion of 
humanism. It is becoming a fast growing religion – even among so-called “Christians.”  
 
In a very similar way, the Jews of the first century were struggling with an arrogance based on the 
historical covenants, laws, and ceremonial ordinances of the Old Covenant. There was once a call to a 
covenantal relationship with Yahweh for the purpose of teaching the rest of the world about the holiness 
and love of God.  This call became a religion that worshiped the covenant as opposed to the God whom 
the covenant represented. 
 
In the remaining verses of chapter 2, Paul concludes his teaching about the sinful nature of humanity.  
He makes it clear that both Jew and Gentile share in this depraved state. Both were in need of grace.  
 

! The FORMER status of Gentiles (Ephesians 2:11-12) 
 
Coming off his directness about the depravity of man, Paul reminds the Gentile believers in Ephesians 
that they truly were spiritually dead in every way.  They were completely and utterly without any 
understanding of the Person of God. 
 
The Jews had somewhat of a grip on who God is and what His desire was.  They knew the covenants 
and recognized the hand of God in all of their history as far back as Abraham. However, they forsook 
the intent of the covenants and were totally caught in the trap of religion and all of its man-centered 
persuasions. Thus the Jews ended in the same place as Gentiles, spiritually dead. (cf. Romans 2:17ff) 
	

! The PRESENT reality of both Jew and Gentile believers. (Ephesians 2:13-17) 
	
In times past, the Jews, especially during the time of Jesus into the first century, did not care for the 
Gentiles. The Gentiles were referred to as dogs, and the Jews made sure they kept their distance from 
them. This division between Jew and Gentile was demonstrated quite obviously to Gentiles in 
Jerusalem, before and during the ministry of Jesus. In fact there was a wall that restricted Gentiles from 
entering the Temple. Gentiles could come into the Temple complex but not into the Temple itself.  
 



The Gentiles were without Messiah (Christ), without a spiritual home, without the covenants, without 
hope, without God. – What could be worse? Yet, in God’s manifold wisdom, He changed this condition 
through His grace in Christ.  
 

! The unique UNITY of the new people of God, the CHURCH (Ephesians 2:18-22) 
 
When Christ died on the cross, His purpose was not simply that Jews and Gentiles should be reconciled 
to each other. He purposed that together, both should be reconciled to God in one body – “the church.” 
It is only through Christ (“Him” is emphatic) that both Jews and Gentiles now (present tense) have their 
access to God the Father. Christ Himself ushers us into the presence of God the Father by His own 
blood and His own work. It is not by any merit of man.  
 
The aim of this process is for the church to become God’s residence. In the NT, the term occurs only 
here and in Revelation 18:2.  It denotes the divine resting place of God, either on earth or in heaven. 
God makes His home in the church (cf. John 14:23-24). This unique relationship unifies two separate 
people groups into one.  It is not just in the future. It is in the present and requires our full participation 
to demonstrate that truth. 
 
Such participation begins by understanding that we are to share the gospel with Jewish people, as well 
as Gentiles. The gospel is for the Jew first and also the Gentile (cf. Romans 1:16). We (Gentiles) have 
been grafted into the Jewish vine. There is no separation of race in the church. It is all-inclusive; two 
peoples have become one (cf. Romans 11:11-24). 
 
Our attitudes and actions should reflect the grace of God manifested to us in Christ.  We should be a 
people of inclusiveness to everyone – no matter race, economic status, or lack thereof.  
 
 
cd.TCT.112716 
 

www.thechurchattampa.com	|	@thechurchatTPA	
	


