
 

 

 
Enemies of Truth 
Introduction to 2 Peter 
 

2 Peter 1:1-2 
 

The Church of Jesus Christ faces a barrage of difficult issues in the 21st century that are 
gradually eroding her ability to stay committed to Biblically sound doctrine. For some 
Christians, political correctness and tolerance are of a higher value than the truth of God’s 
Word.  
 
The modern church is trapped in a deceptive propensity to compromise God’s Word 
rather than stand firm in its truth. After encouraging believers to stay faithful in times of 
persecution in his first letter, in his second letter to the churches, Peter addresses the issue 
of false teaching that occurred in the 1st century. His instruction on how to identify false 
teaching and stand firm in God’s truth remains timely for us today. The enemies of truth 
are alive and well.  
 
Overview of Principles from 2 Peter 
 
As we study the book of 2 Peter, there are four major themes Peter develops for us. Each 
one of these themes is designed to strengthen our relationship with Christ and enhance 
our ability to live out His truth daily.  
 
Knowing God’s truth will result in our ability to recognize the enemies of truth and the 
deceptive lies they teach. This epignosis (full, rich, thorough knowledge, involving a 
degree of intimate understanding of a specific subject) of Him enables us to stay fixed on 
the firm foundation of Christ while living out the following principles:  
 
1- Confidence in your salvation (2 Peter 1:3-11) 
 
There is purpose in our salvation in as much as it is designed to transform how we think 
and how we act. Our salvation is initiated and sustained by God’s power. It is confirmed 
by the outward manifestation of Christian virtues and rewarded eternally because of our 
consistent obedience to the teachings of Scripture. 
 
2- Confidence in the Word of God (2 Peter 1:12-21) 
 
The insight and discernment to recognize false teaching originates in knowing the truth. 
Many believers desire knowledge of cults, false religions, etc. because they think if they 



 

 

know more about the lie, they can recognize the lie. However, the opposite is true. The 
more truth you know, the more error and heresy stand in obvious contrast to the truth. 
 
It needs to be understood that the apostles had to deal with false teachers and false 
teaching in the first century, and the church has had to deal with them throughout history. 
False teaching is not heresy from outside the church - but from inside the church.  
 
Satan doesn’t have to scheme against the church from the place most of us think would be 
the source of heresies and false doctrine. The real subtly of heresies and false teaching 
comes from those who claim to be part of the church; we see this in much of Christianity 
today.  
 
3- Confidence in Identifying False Teachers (2 Peter 2:1-22) 
 
Peter gives us the most comprehensive insight into identifying false teachers and false 
teaching anywhere in the New Testament. The only other source the Holy Spirit has given 
us to help identify false doctrine, especially false teachers, is the book of Jude.  
 
Peter takes a full 22 verses to give us the confidence necessary to identify those who 
propagate unbiblical doctrine.  
 
4- Confidence in God’s Sovereign Plan for the Future (2 Peter 3:1-18) 
 
Peter ends his letter with an encouragement to look to the future return of Christ and how 
God’s judgment will come on all those who refuse to believe in Christ. This truth helps us 
to stay focused on the Word, to consistently work out our salvation through our 
sanctification, and to grow daily in Christ.  
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