
 
Poiema 
“The Gifts of Christ to the Church” Part 1 

Ephesians 4:7-10 
 

We often speak and sing of God’s grace in Christ on our behalf.  We all understand to a degree that His 
grace is a gift. Undeserved and undesired by us, He chose to give this grace while we were dead in our 
sin, and He continues to give this grace to encourage us on this life’s journey toward Christlikeness. 
While we often say and sing it, how often do we ponder it? When was the last time we fully engaged 
with our mind to know the depth of His awesome grace? 
 
The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus was a penalty payment that He gladly and joyfully paid for 
us. Grace is the gift given to us by Christ. It is part of His work in the church today. Jesus gives 
individual believers specific gifts to accomplish certain tasks.  The Lord designs these tasks for the 
benefit of the entire church.  
 

! The initial GIFT of grace given to the church is the FOUNDATION for all the spiritual gifts we 
enjoy. (Ephesians 4:7) 

 
“But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift” 
 
Grace is a single word definition of the gospel. The gospel is the good news of God’s grace to sinful 
mankind.  
 

! The WORK of Christ to obtain GRACE for us. (Ephesians 4:8-10) 
 
“Therefore it says, ‘When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.’ (In 
saying, ‘He ascended,’ what does it mean but the he has also descended into the lower regions, the 
earth? He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 
 
Psalm 68 is a victory Psalm composed by David to celebrate God’s conquest of the Jebusite city and the 
triumphant ascent of God (represented by the Ark of the Covenant) up Mount Zion. 
 
The words here depict Jesus’ great victory at the cross and His resurrection. He is returning to heaven 
victorious in His earthly battle over the demonic powers and sin, and He is carrying the trophies of His 
triumph. In His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus conquered Satan, sin, and death. By that great victory 
He “…led a host of captives…” who were once bound to and imprisoned by sin, but now are returned 
and restored to God. 
 



The picture is vivid in its demonstration that there are yet-unsaved people who belong to God. They are 
naturally in Satan’s grasp and would remain there had not Christ by His death and resurrection made 
provision to lead them out of captivity and into His kingdom.  They had been called into this kingdom 
by sovereign election “…before the foundation of the world…”  
 
When Jesus ascended on high and returned to the Father, He sent the Spirit. With the coming of the 
Spirit also came His gifts to the church. The depth of Christ’s descent in His incarnation is said to be into 
“…the lower regions, the earth?” 
 
This does not mean that Jesus went into hell and preached the gospel to those who had perished so that 
prayers could be made for their release. This is a proclamation of triumph and victory on the cross. 
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