
 

 

 
 

Enemies of Truth 
“Living Out Your Salvation” 

2 Peter 1:5-11 
 

British pastor, Alan Redpath once said, “The conversion of a soul is the miracle of the 
moment, but the manufacture of a saint is the task of a lifetime.” Redpath’s quote sums up 
the whole of sanctification. There is much manufacturing that goes into living out our 
salvation. As Peter described for us the incredible value of our salvation brought about by 
the work of God in us, now the apostle teaches us how to live it out.  
 
Two of the three aspects of our salvation are active in the present: justification and 
sanctification. Justification is the miracle of the moment. Sanctification is the task of a 
lifetime. The Christian life is to be lived in obedience to all that God has revealed to us in 
His Word. That is what Paul was teaching the Roman believers when he wrote, “For 
whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son…” (Romans 8:29a). To become conformed to the image means to live in obedience 
in the same way that Jesus obeyed the Father in all things.  
 
Jesus’ obedient life is reflected in Peter’s words in v. 3b “…by His own glory and 
excellence.” The excellence of Jesus was seen in His life as a man. He is our example of 
how to live out our relationship with the Father. As we obey the Word, we are being 
conformed to the image of Christ.  
 
After teaching us about God’s part in our justification and sanctification - he now gives us 
the knowledge for the “how to” of sanctification. Peter answers the question, “What do I 
need to do to show that I am truly a disciple of Jesus Christ?”  
 
1)  Identify and implement the qualities of a true disciple of Jesus. 

 (2 Peter 1:5-7) 
 
Peter lists seven (7) qualities that each of us need to apply all diligence in adding to our 
faith. Because of all the precious and magnificent promises God has given believers and 
because they have received everything pertaining to life and godliness, we must for this 
very reason respond with all diligence to live out and supply - that is, to do our part in our 
sanctification. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
2) Intentionally work to consistently increase these qualities as a true disciple of Jesus.    

(2 Peter 1:8-11) 
 
The phrase Peter uses, for if these qualities are yours and are increasing is a strong 
expression drawn from two present participles (huparchonta) and (pleonazonta). The first 
denotes owning property in an abiding sense, and the second refers to possessing more 
than enough, even too much, of something. If these qualities are abundantly present in a 
believer’s life and actually on the increase, that reality will render (“make, set in order”) 
them as neither spiritually useless nor unfruitful. 
 
Useless (argos), meaning “inactive,” or “idle,” when used in the New Testament always 
describes something inoperative or unserviceable. Unfruitful (akarpos) or “barren” is 
sometimes used in connection with unbelief or apostasy. This can refer to “the deeds of 
darkness” and for true believers who are unproductive for a time.  
 
Peter ends this paragraph with the benefit of working at our sanctification. Peter tells us to 
be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you. Being 
diligent conveys urgency and eagerness to make sure we know that we have been truly 
justified.  
 
Our calling and choosing are inseparable realities. They indicate God’s effectual call of 
believers to salvation based on His sovereign election of them in eternity past. As His 
elect, we should enjoy the knowledge that we are His, and God desires for us to have this 
assurance. For as long as we practice these things - increasingly pursue these qualities of 
holy living and participate with the Holy Spirit by working at our sanctification - we give 
evidence to ourselves that we truly are saved and have been granted eternal life.  
 
Practice refers to the pattern of daily conduct. (cf. Romans 12:9-13; Galatians 5:22-26; 
Ephesians 5:15-17; Colossians 3:12-17). If we practice these commands, we will never 
stumble into doubt, despair, or fear, and we will confidently enjoy an abundant 
productive spiritual life. For in this way, referring to the constant pursuit and working out 
of our sanctification, the blessings of assurance and perseverance come to us. As a result, 
the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be 
abundantly supplied to you.  
 
The Lord will reward His children based on their faithful pursuit of righteousness. 
Assurance in this life and riches in heaven are the benefits of spiritual diligence and 
fruitfulness.                                      
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