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Light In The Darkness 
“Characteristics of Unbelief” 

John 8:21-30 
 

Life is full of opportunities. Each day brings with it the ability to choose. We choose what we wear; we 
choose what we eat; we choose what we look at; we choose whom we talk with, whom we love, whom we 
dislike, whom we accept, and whom we reject. This is everyday life. 
 
Life is full of missed opportunities as well. Missed opportunities bring with it a sense of regret and the pain-
ful, sometimes consequences of sinful choices. This can be traced all the way back to Adam and Eve with 
choosing to sin against God in spite of the clear command God gave them. That choice brought devastating 
consequences for every human being…the sin nature and the penalty of death.  
 
Jesus came to reverse those consequences, to pay the penalty of death so all who believe in Him would be 
restored, forgiven, and made right with God. Each person who heard Him teach and heard His clear proc-
lamation of salvation had a choice: believe in Him or die in their sin.  
 
John 8:21-31 shows us the characteristics of unbelief. The things said to Jesus after He made it clear about 
the human condition, demonstrate that people refused to humble themselves and believe in Him. There are 
four characteristics of unbelief that were true of people then, and they are true of people now.  
 
An attitude of unbelief is demonstrated by self-righteousness. (John 8:22) 
 
Self-righteousness is a deadly deception, and utterly contrary to genuine salvation. The Judaism of Jesus’ day 
was an intricate legalistic system of salvation.  The people based the hope of their salvation on performing 
good works, observing ceremonies and rituals, and above all else, keeping the Law. The Bible clearly teach-
es the opposite about human performance — (Psalm 14:2-3; Proverbs 30:12; Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:20; 
10:3) 
 
Salvation is by grace through faith. Grace is His part; faith is our part. Faith comes by hearing and hearing 
comes by the Word of God — meaning, the Holy Spirit brings clarity to the issue of sin and salvation. Then 
we respond to that truth, whether it be revealed through creation or revealed in the conscience.  
 
An attitude of unbelief is demonstrated by a love for the world. (John 8:23) 
 
What is meant by the world? The word is kosmos. It is the opposite of chaos. Chaos is disorder, confusion. 
Kosmos is order, structure. When the Bible speaks about the world, it is not talking about the planet physi-
cally, geographically, or geologically. It is talking about the system, the ideologies, the thought patterns, the 
attitudes. It is the invisible intelligent system that runs the human fallen race right into hell.  
 
All unbelievers are in that system. It is hostile toward God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, and true Chris-
tians. It promotes materialism, humanism, immorality, carnal ambition, pride, greed, self-desires, and self-
centeredness. Its opinions are wrong; its aims are selfish; its pleasures are sinful; its influence is demoraliz-
ing; its politics are corrupt; its honor is empty; its smiles are fake; and its love is fickle. That is the world, and 
the brightness of His coming and the sword of His mouth will destroy it.  
 
An attitude of unbelief is demonstrated by a persistent unwillingness to believe the truth about Christ. 
(John 8:24) 
 
Jesus took the issue one step further beyond the self-righteousness and worldliness that brings condemnation 
to the ultimate issue — unbelief. Jesus plainly says people will ultimately die in their sin because they refuse 
to “…believe that I am He.” The Lord purposefully used His name, I AM. The pronoun He does not appear 
in the Greek text. The Lord’s use of the absolute, unqualified phrase I AM is nothing less than a direct claim 
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to full deity. Jesus boldly, unapologetically, and unmistakably says those who reject Him cannot be saved, 
but will “…die in your sin.” 
 
To be saved, born again, become a Christian — one must believe in the full biblical revelation about Jesus: 
that He is the eternal second person of the Trinity, that He entered space and time as God incarnate, that He 
was born of a virgin, that He lived a sinless life, that His death on the cross is the only sufficient, substitu-
tionary sacrifice for the sins of all who would ever believe in Him, that He rose from the dead and ascended 
to the Father in heaven, that He now intercedes for His own redeemed people, and that He will one day 
soon receive His church to Himself, that He will bring judgment on the world, and then He will return to 
earth to set up His kingdom. 
 
Choosing not to believe this truth is a guarantee to an eternity in hell, alone in torment, apart from the pres-
ence of God. Even the common grace things that are afforded to the unbeliever now will be gone in hell. 
Utter darkness, utter regret, utter torment — mentally, physically and spiritually. 
 
An attitude of unbelief is demonstrated by willful ignorance and apathy toward Christ.  
(John 8:25-30) 
 
The willful ignorance and total unbelief of these people should not come as a surprise. The world is on pace 
with this same kind of unbelief and apathy toward Christ. Such is the deceptive power of unbelief. 
 
Verses 28-29 are significant in that Christ’s death and resurrection vindicated every claim ever made for Je-
sus by the prophets and apostles. It erased all doubt of any open mind and willing heart about His deity. 
That great and glorious work on the cross proved He truly spoke the “…things as the Father taught Me.” 
Jesus could do nothing else.  
 
Redemption and the price paid by Jesus Christ is the plan and purpose of the Father. Thankfully not all peo-
ple hearing Jesus rejected Him. Some according to John in verse 30 did believe Him.  
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Application Questions 
 

What does John 8:21-30 clearly say about Jesus Christ? What does it say about unbelievers? 
 
 
 
How does this truth change my perspective of my own relationship with Christ?  
 
 
 
How does this truth change my perspective of my relationship with unbelievers?  
 
 
 
What changes do I need to make so that my understanding of Jesus and His mission will help me to be bold 
in sharing the gospel of Christ with others?        
    
       
 
 

Women’s Bible Study:  Thursday, 7-9 PM February 21 @ CAST building 
Men’s Bible Study:  Wednesday, 6:30-9:00 PM February 27 @ Kevin Hector’s 


