
 

 

 
Enemies of Truth 
“Supremacy of Scripture” 
 

2 Peter 1:16-21 
 

Throughout the centuries the Bible has had many critics and those who attempt to deny its 
authenticity. Attacks on its veracity are constant, and the most concerning of these attacks 
on Scripture come from so-called “professed” Christians.  
 
2 Peter 1:16-21 clearly declares that the Bible provides believers an accurate, written 
revelation of God’s truth. Peter echoed what Isaiah said about the reliability and impact of 
God’s Word: 
 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without 
watering the earth, and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater; so shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it shall not 
return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the 
matter for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11) 
 
Peter was writing to churches that were under assault from false teaching.  These false 
teachers sought to undermine the church’s trust in Scripture and thus destroy the Christian 
faith. Therefore, true believers need to know God’s Word so they will be able to identify 
and withstand false teachers and false teaching. God’s people grow weary when there is a 
lack of knowledge of the truth. As believers, we are commanded to increasingly and 
consistently grow in our knowledge of God through His Word so we can effectively live 
out our Christianity. (cf. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5) 
 
We learn the importance of Scripture from Peter in two ways: his experience with Jesus as 
God’s Living Word, and his affirmation of the revelation of God in His written Word. 
 
1)  Peter was an eyewitness of the Living Word. (2 Peter 1:16-18) 
 
All of the apostles and New Testament writers received supernatural revelation verifying 
what they wrote and taught was the truth. They did not use clever tactics to attract people 
to themselves for sake of money. That tactic used by the false teachers then remains a 
tactic of false teachers today.  
 
2)  Peter effectively affirmed the written Word as one of its authors and teachers.  
(2 Peter 1:19-21) 
 



 

 

There are many Christians today who make the terrible and erroneous assertion that 
Scripture is subjective to their own interpretation. That notion is not only erroneous for 
them but for those who hear them. There is no such thing as “Well, this is how I interpret 
that…” That is what false teachers did (cf. Jeremiah 23:16-25) and still do.  
  
 
“Hermeneutics”  is the science of Bible interpretation that operates under fixed rules. 
Proper hermeneutics is behind all sound doctrine. The question to ask when studying the 
Scripture is NOT, “What do you think this verse is saying?” The proper question to ask IS, 
“What is God saying in this verse?” God is always speaking in His Word. The 
responsibility of the reader is to listen to what He is saying, not try to make Him say 
something He is not saying, for whatever reason. 
 
Five Rules or Principles of Proper Bible Interpretation: 
 
1. Literal Principle. Interpreting the Bible in normal language: real people, real history, 

real culture. Understanding Scripture in the most literal and clearest way. Nothing 
mystical or “reading between the lines.” Allowing the Scriptures use of metaphors, 
analogies, or parables. 

2. Historical Principle. Understanding Scripture will speak about geographical locations, 
politics, religion, the worldview of people, issues they faced, and customs they lived 
under.  

3. Grammatical Principle. Understanding the language of Scripture in its original 
autograph, Hebrew and Greek. The syntax and lexicography of a passage is important. 
The sentence structure, the way words are arranged - nouns, pronouns, verbs, 
prepositions, participles, modifiers, etc. 

4. Synthesis Principle. Understanding that the Scripture will interpret the Scripture. Learn 
how to use cross-references of certain passages that will help bring clarity to a certain 
passage. (Good resources exist for this.)  

5. Practical Principle. Understanding the implication of Scripture by processing what the 
text says, what does it mean, and what are the implications. Proper application will 
result from proper interpretation. 

 
Practical Steps to Proper Hermeneutics: 
 
* Refrain from making a point at the price of proper interpretation. That is what is 

known as isogesis - making the text say something you want it to say. Conversely, the 
proper method is exegesis - extracting knowledge from the text, allowing the text to say 
what it means. 

* Don’t confuse inspiration with illumination. The Holy Spirit has inspired the text, 
ONCE. When we understand the text, we are illuminated to do so. The Holy Spirit 
makes clear to us the truth that has been there from the time He wrote it.  



 

 

* Avoid superficial study of the text. Resist randomly selecting passages and get a “feel 
good” for the day. Systematic study of the Scripture is most rewarding and promotes 
solid spiritual growth.  

* Don’t spiritualize the text or attempt to make it mean what you want it to mean. Avoid 
proof texting to satisfy or justify something in your life.  

* Avoid speculative questioning of the text that leads to lofty ideas and thoughts raised 
against the knowledge of God. Do not question points of doctrine on which the 
Scripture is crystal clear. Questioning sound doctrine leads to vain imagination and 
sends one down a slippery slope of denying the truth of what God has already made 
clear.                                                                                            cd.TCT.21818 
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