
 

 

 
Enemies of Truth 
“Identifying False Teachers” 

2 Peter 2:1-3a 
 

There is nothing more offensive to God than the distortion of His Word. Satan is 
constantly using deception and false doctrine to attack the church, working through false 
teachers to infiltrate the true church. Claiming to teach truth, these teachers of demonic 
doctrine disguise themselves as angels of light, attempting to creep into the fold 
unnoticed. Throughout redemptive history, God has repeatedly warned believers to be on 
the alert against such people.  
 
The Old Testament and the New Testament clearly express, in no uncertain terms, that 
God does not tolerate false teachers. Ironically, many in the church today do exactly the 
opposite - tolerating and or accepting false teachers who claim to be a Christian, 
regardless of the content of their teaching. Such mindless acceptance, in the name of love, 
unity, and tolerance has tragically produced a careless indifference to the truth. As a 
result, some Christians view biblical absolutes as an embarrassment, preferring to accept 
false teachers despite the Bible’s clear protest and abhorrence.  
 
Satan’s skillful attack on the church through false teaching from within the church often 
leaves the undiscerning Christian deceived. Consequently, they are unable to distinguish 
truth from error.  
 
Peter gives a very clear picture of false teachers in chapter 2. Knowing the schemes and 
tactics of Satan to come against the church, Peter is able to point to the characteristics of 
false teachers in a very concise and distinct way. Three questions can be asked to learn 
specifically what Peter is teaching us in these verses: Where do false teachers operate? 
What is the methodology of false teachers? What is the result of a false teacher’s influence?   
 
Where do false teachers operate? (2 Peter 2:1a) 
 
Having just taught the importance and supremacy of the Scripture in chapter 1:19-21, 
Peter now shifts his focus to the deceptive tactics of false teachers by identifying some of 
their obvious characteristics and methodologies.  
 
False teachers operate within the church when the church begins to embrace the 
philosophies of the culture around it. As a result, the congregations no longer desire to 
“endure [hold to] sound [healthy] doctrine.” Christ-centered worship and teaching is 
replaced by man-centered antics and entertainment. A biblical emphasis on sin, 
repentance, and holiness is replaced by an emphasis on self-esteem and felt needs. People 
look to teachers who only propagate pleasant, positive ideas in accordance with their own 
desires.  



 

 

 
The Scripture is clear: false teachers will come from within the church. In fact, the church 
is the primary target for Satan as his deception seeks to undermine her at every turn.   
 
What is the methodology of false teachers? (2 Peter 2:1b) 
 
False teachers will deceptively enter the church, posing as a pastor, teachers, and 
evangelists. That is why Jude describes them as “…certain persons have crept in 
unnoticed…” (Jude 4). These people slip in to a congregation under false pretenses.  
 
False teachers have an arrogance that is manifested in their continual and consistent 
denial of the sovereign lordship of Jesus Christ. Peter says, even denying the Master who 
bought them. While false teachers maintain that they are part of the Body of Christ, they 
deny such professions through their actions - refusing to submit to the lordship of Christ. 
These false teachers claim Christ as their Redeemer, but by refusing to obey Him, their 
true character is revealed. (cf. 1 John 2:18-23) 
 
Obedience to the Word and will of God is the true mark that one has surrendered to the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. This is what it means to say we are being saved through the 
process of sanctification. Day by day, truth by truth, we are committing ourselves to His 
absolute authority over us as our Lord. Our love and lust for world is gradually fading, and 
all that is in it becomes less attractive. (cf. 1 John 2:15-17) 
 
What is the result of a false teacher’s influence? (2 Peter 2:2-3a) 
 
The Bible makes it clear that many more people will follow the broad path that leads to 
destruction than who will follow the narrow path that leads to life. This is in part because 
of false teachers and their influence; what they teach appeals to the flesh.  
 
Their message of independence, personal freedom, and self-exaltation is inherently 
appealing to fallen human hearts, who would rather serve themselves than to submit to 
Christ. This is one of the major appeals of false teaching: you can become your own 
authority.  
 
Because false teachers propagate that type of teaching, they, like those who follow them 
are driven entirely by their own sensuality. Their lives are characterized by un-bridled 
indulgences, and they intentionally refuse to place any restraints on their fleshly desires.  
 
As true followers of Jesus, we need to be constantly aware of the intrusion of false 
teaching and false teachers into the church. The best way to be discerning is to be in 
constant and consistent study of God’s truth. (cf. Ephesians 1:15-19a; Colossians 1:9-14) 
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