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Light In The Darkness 
“Eyes to See and a Heart to Believe” 

John 9 
 

John chapter 9 is one of the great stories of Jesus’ earthly ministry. It reveals to us the 
nature and character of Christ in His obedience to the will of the father. It also reveals His 
compassion and love for those whom He sets free from spiritual darkness.  
 

There are three highlights from John 9 that we will unpack today, and they are all within 
the text itself: “…that the works of God might be displayed in him…” — “…one thing I 
do know, that though I was blind, now I see…” — “…Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 
 

“…that the works of God might be displayed in him…” (John 9:1-7) 
 

Blindness was a common occurrence in the ancient world, and the un-cared-for blind 
were reduced to begging. Although this man was born blind, his condition presented 
somewhat of a theological dilemma for the disciples. 
 

The disciples assumed the popular Jewish doctrine that anyone’s physical suffering is the 
direct result of personal sin. Therefore they saw two possible explanations for his 
condition: either the sins of “…this man…” or those of “…his parents…” had caused his 
blindness.  
 

Jesus dismissed both of their reasons — “…It was neither that this man sinned, nor his 
parents…” First, it would be irrational to suggest the man had sinned a great sin in the 
womb to cause his blindness. Second, the Old Testament clearly states the children are 
not held responsible for the sins of the parents (Deuteronomy 24:16). 
 

Jesus was actively fulfilling the mission given Him by the Father. That was His only 
priority. It was His urgency to accomplish the will of the Father in the time left in His 
earthly ministry before completing His work on the cross.  
 

“…one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see…” (John 9:8-34) 
 

No small uproar occurred after Jesus healed this man. John gives us enough information 
about the responses of the people, the man, and the Pharisees to recognize how profound 
this miracle truly was.  
  
The People (John 9:8-13) 
 

The people found it easier to believe in a case of mistaken identity than in a miraculous 
healing. But the blind man emphatically identified himself as the one they knew as a 
beggar.  
 

As per usual, the people have to get the Pharisees involved for confirmation purposes. 
They can’t just take his word for it — although they know him and his former condition. 
Now he stands in their midst totally and completely healed of congenital blindness.  
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The Pharisees (John 9:14-34) 
 

The healings Jesus did on the Sabbath were always intended to result in a discussion with 
the religious leaders about the true nature of the Sabbath. By the time Jesus was on earth, 
the Sabbath had become a massive burden to the people — something Jesus wanted to 
correct. The Pharisees had no intention of allowing this man nor his parents to validate the 
obvious work of God in Jesus.  
 

The Man (John 9:25-30) 
 

The testimony of the healed man is indicative of a heart ready to worship and receive 
Christ. His understanding of what took place in his own life gave him the boldness to 
debate with the religious leaders. A former beggar — being as transparent and authentic as 
he possibly could be — answered the faith question in a more profound way than those 
who were supposed to be the spiritual leaders.  
 

“…Do you believe in the Son of Man?” (John 9:35-41) 
 

The Lord’s miraculous healing of the man born blind was an astounding display of His 
divine power, and a life-changing event for the formerly blind man. But physical sight was 
not the only miracle the Lord was planning to give this underserving begger. Jesus was 
about to do something more amazing — give him spiritual sight.  
 

Those who, like the beggar, acknowledge their spiritual blindness and turn to the Light 
“…will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” (John 8:12). But those 
who, like the Pharisees, press on loving the darkness rather than the Light (John 3:19) will 
continue to wander aimlessly in spiritual darkness — “But the one who hates his brother 
is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going 
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” (1 John 2:11)       

cd.TCT.31019 
 

Application Questions 
 
What does John 9 teach about Jesus? 
 
 
 
What does John 9 teach about unbelief? 
 
 
 
How does this story affect you spiritually? 
 
 
 
How does John 9 encourage you in your witness for the Lord? 


