
 

 

 
Enemies of Truth 
“The Characteristics of False Teachers” 

2 Peter 2:10b-3:7 
 

There are certain characteristics that are inherent in all false teachers. No matter where in 
history they have operated, they have many, if not all, of the same identifying 
characteristics. This is due in large measure because of the spirit who is using them to 
deceive the unsuspecting and spiritually immature. In our day, it is a sad reality that some 
of these false teachers are victims of their own self-deception. Many have no clue they are 
being used by Satan to propagate an anti-Christ Christianity. But there are those who know 
exactly what they are doing and arrogantly continue their perversion of the true gospel.  
 
In this section of 2 Peter, Peter describes the true nature of false teachers, from an arrogant 
self-centeredness to a complete denial of the person and work of Jesus Christ. The Holy 
Spirit does not specifically identify whom Peter had in mind. The text does not even give a 
detailed description of the exact errors being refuted. It follows, then, that the apostle’s 
teaching was intended to be applied generally to all false teaching and all false teachers.  
 
There are three major characteristics of false teachers that we learn from this section of 
Peter’s teaching:  
 
1)  False teachers lack humility and operate out of selfishness. (2 Peter 2:10b-16) 
 
Pride is a major offense to God. Since Satan’s initial rebellion (Ezekiel 28:17), pride has 
been the primary characteristics of God’s enemies. In Proverbs, there are seven sins that 
God hates, one of them is a “proud look.”  
 
2)  False teachers possess an appearance of godliness but have no true spiritual 
substance. (2 Peter 2:17-22) 
 
Three main features have always characterized the ministry style of false teachers. First, 
they are arrogant and authoritative, ruling over their followers in a domineering fashion, 
strongly denouncing anyone who would question their authority. They operate beyond 
any legitimate biblical or theological accountability (cf. 3 John 9-10). Nor do they care to 
accurately handle the Word of God.  
 
Second, false teachers minister in a man-centered way; they entice by fleshly desires, by 
sensuality, as Peter tells us. They do not care about bringing the truth; instead they target 
people’s lusts - offering carnal, feelings-oriented messages that feed the sensual instincts of 



 

 

their followers. As a result, they preach their own visions of health, wealth, prosperity, and 
false peace.  
 
Third, they treat the historic, Scripture-based doctrines of the church with contempt. 
Instead of proclaiming biblical orthodoxy, they promote their own self-styled novelties, 
methods, and doctrines. They purposefully distance themselves from the past, arrogantly 
endorsing some new approach to ministry, and often claiming private revelation from God 
to defend it.  
 
3)  False teachers exchange sound doctrine for doctrines of heresies. (2 Peter 3:1-7) 
 
Peter encourages his readers that he is stirring up their sincere mind by way of reminder, 
that you should remember the words spoken before-hand by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.  
 
This is the same for us. In other words, do not follow after those who disregard sound 
doctrine and dismiss it as antiquated, out-of-date, and irrelevant. That is the mantra of 
some in the church today; it is disheartening, disappointing, and alarming.  
 
Paul warned Timothy of this very attitude that will sweep God’s people away from sound 
doctrine. (cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-7; 13-17) 
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