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Light In The Darkness 
“Shepherd of Souls” 

John 10:1-21 
 

John 10 records the last public teaching of Jesus in John’s gospel. This occurs right after 
Jesus healed the man born blind. The subsequent investigation of the Pharisees resulted in 
this man being put out of the synagogue. Jesus found him and not only did He give him 
physical sight, but Jesus also — and most importantly — gave him spiritual sight (John 
9:35-38). While this man was there with Jesus, so too were the Pharisees. Jesus used this 
last healing to teach everyone present what it means to be a true spiritual shepherd.  
 

Jesus applied a well-known metaphor to describe who He is in terms of being a true 
shepherd of souls. This metaphor was deeply rooted in ancient literature and culture, not 
only with Jews, but also with people throughout the Near East. It was a designation for 
leadership, both divine and human.  
 

John 10:1-21, presents three distinctions of Jesus’ pastoral work as the Good Shepherd. 
Jesus’ shepherding ministry is marked by contrast to false shepherds, by care for the flock, 
and by compliance to the will of the Father.  
 
 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd because He stands in contrast to false shepherds.  
(John 10:1-10) 
 

There are four relational aspects of the shepherd and sheep in these verses:  
 

1) The sheep hear the shepherd’s voice — In this context, the word means more than 
mere hearing. Attentive appreciation is implied.  
 

2) The shepherd calls his sheep by name — A shepherd would name his sheep based on 
an individual characteristic of that particular sheep. Calling the sheep by name suggests a 
personal relationship.  
 

3) The shepherd leads his sheep — The shepherd gives his flock leadership and direction. 
 

4) The sheep know the shepherd’s voice and follow him — The relationship that develops 
between a shepherd and the sheep under his care is dependent upon the sheep becoming 
accustomed to their shepherd’s particular voice. The sheep are acquainted with the 
shepherd’s voice in its unique tone — they know its peculiar sounds and inflections — 
they can distinguish it from that of any other person. If a stranger calls them they do not 
follow him because they don’t know the voice, even if the stranger uses the same phrases 
and words.  
 

The thief only comes to kill and destroy. The Satanic system of the world and all that it 
has to offer is only a thief. While it may look good, sound good and offer “pasture” — in 
the end, it will destroy (cf. 1 John 2:15-17). 
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Jesus is the Good Shepherd because He cares for the flock. (John 10:11-16) 
 

How much does Jesus really care for His own? This metaphor describes the depth of His 
love for us in vivid language. This section gives three blessings the Good Shepherd gives 
His sheep because He is genuinely concerned for them. The Good Shepherd dies for the 
sheep, loves the sheep, and gathers the sheep.  
 
 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd because He is compliant to the will of the Father.  
(John 10:17-18) 
 

Two attitudes define the relationship of God the Son and God the Father: love and 
obedience. The two are inseparably linked, since it is impossible to love God without 
obeying Him.  
 

The Father loves the Son because He laid down His life for the sheep, all of whom the 
Father had chosen in eternity past and given to the Son in time; the Son demonstrated His 
love to the Father “…by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.” (Philippians 2:8b)                  
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Application Questions: 
 

What does John 10:1-21 teach about the person and work of Christ? 
 
 
 
What does John 10:11-16 specifically teach about a believer’s unique relationship with 
Jesus? 
 
 
 
How does the truth of John 10:1-21 change your perspective about Jesus and your 
relationship with Him? 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

• Thursday, 3/21 Women’s Bible Study, 7 PM @ CAST: beginning study of Ruth & Esther 
• Friday, 3/22  “Current Events in Light of Biblical Prophecy,” 7 PM @ CAST 
• Wednesday 3/27 Men’s Bible Study, 6:30 PM @ Kevin Hector’s:  led by Jake Ford 
• Saturday 4/6 Cashwell Adoption Fundraiser Dinner/Trivia, 5:30 PM @ CAST.  

RSVP sign-up sheet on information table.   


