
 

 

 
Enemies of Truth 
“Eternal Perspective in the Present” 

2 Peter 3:3-18 
 

Our culture finds itself absorbed with a kind of selfishness that is caught in a complex web 
of philosophical and theological justification.  
 
The unbelieving world lives for the satisfaction of self while justifying such actions by a 
philosophical lie that excludes God, and especially His truth in the Scriptures, in order to 
alleviate any guilt or realization of sin. The underlying motivation of the unsaved to either 
ignore God or dismiss God and His truth is so that one can indulge in their immoral 
thoughts and behaviors without any consequence or accountability, presently or eternally.  
 
We would understand that type of philosophy of life coming from those who do not know 
the Lord. However, what is even more disturbing is the way in which the Church has 
embraced a selfish and “me” centered Christianity. A point of fact is that a “me” centered 
Christianity is an oxymoron - given the definition of true Christianity as spoken by the Lord 
and what is written in His Word. 
 
In his closing statements to the churches, Peter encourages us to consider the end game. 
Peter tells us that while false teachers mock and dismiss true Biblical orthodoxy and 
doctrine, true believers should not be swayed nor discouraged by that fact. The true 
church of Jesus Christ has been given God’s ultimate prophetic plan. Because we know 
what is coming, that truth should motivate us to be entirely committed to knowing biblical 
doctrine and living biblical truth.  
 
As we conclude the series, “Enemies of Truth,” there are three major principles we learn 
from Peter in his closing admonishment to the churches.  
 
The rebellion by unbelievers and false teachers toward the truth of God’s coming 
judgment on the world demonstrates their unbelief in the purpose of Jesus’ first coming 
to the earth to provide redemption. (2 Peter 3:3-4) 
 
False teachers and those who follow them will always speak against, in some form or 
fashion, the person and work of Jesus Christ - past, present and future. Here, Peter tells us 
what the false teachers were doing in mocking the truth of the second coming of Christ. 
John tells us what will occur when Jesus returns to the earth in Revelation 19:11-21. Jesus 
will physically come back to the earth with His saints (the true Church) to judge the world.  
 
Apostles and true Christians lived with an expectation of immanency concerning the 
return of Jesus. False teachers mocked the doctrine in Peter’s day because the return was 



 

 

seemingly delayed or not happening at all. They also mocked, twisted, or rejected all of 
the doctrine of Jesus Christ.   
 
The reality of God’s prophetic purpose of judgment will occur in spite of the skepticism 
false teachers and false teaching. (2 Peter 3:5-7; 10) 
 
In a bit of a sarcastic tone, Peter refutes the notion of false teachers by countering their 
teaching with an argument from judgment in the past (vv. 5-6) and judgment in the future 
(v.7).  
 
The response of true believers to God’s coming judgment is to live in the present with a 
biblical perspective of the future. (2 Peter 3:2; 8-9; 11-18) 
 
We should make it our priority to heed Peter’s admonition in verse 2…remember the 
words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and 
Savior spoken by your apostles…referring to himself, Paul, John and the other apostles 
who were the foundation for the church, Jesus Himself being the Chief Cornerstone. In 
other words, study and know the doctrines of Word of God.  
 
Peter tells us how we are to respond to this truth, (vv.11-18) 
 
Live with an eternal perspective (vv.11-13) 
 
Demonstrate internal peace (v.14a) 
 
Practice purity (v.14b) 
 
Faithfully proclaim the Gospel (v.15a) 
 
Be dedicated to Biblical Doctrine (vv. 15b-17) 
 
Grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ through His Word. (v.18) 
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