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Light In The Darkness 
“Mighty To Save; Mighty to Keep” 

John 10:22-42 
 

The ministry of Jesus is unparalleled in human history. From His teaching to His miracles, 
there has never been nor ever will be anyone to match Him — on any level. Jesus Christ 
stands alone as the only qualified Messiah sent to save sinners.  
 
Throughout the gospel of John, we read time and again where Jesus claims to be one with 
the Father. In Jewish understanding, that is to say that God the Father and God the Son are 
one and the same. For those who saw Him in the flesh, they were in a very real sense, 
seeing the Father. In John 14, Jesus had to remind Philip of this profound truth (cf. John 
14:9-11) 
 
In John 10:22-42, we see two realities about the believer and unbeliever. These two 
realities are seen in Jesus’ confrontation with unbelievers and His comfort for those who 
believe in Him. 
 
The confrontation with the unbeliever (John 10:24-26; 31-39) 
 
The Jews confronted Jesus with a question about His identity. This is not the first time they 
asked, and they were not asking because they had a desire to really understand Him. 
Instead their motive was always to attempt to trap Him in some violation of the Law. Jesus 
clearly states the heart of the issue: unbelief (vv.25-26).  
 
The Jews lacked understanding, not because they lacked information, but because they 
lacked repentance and faith. Their unbelief was not due to insufficient exposure to the 
truth, but to their hatred of the truth and their love for sin.  
 
Anyone who willingly seeks the truth in Christ will find it. The unbeliever is one who 
willingly rejects the truth. From the sovereign perspective of Jesus, they “…were not…” of 
the Lord’s “…sheep.” 
 
The comfort for the believer (John 10:27-29; 41-42) 
 
Jesus makes a clear distinction between those who are His sheep and those who are not 
His sheep. There are two profound realities that we see in the words of Jesus that speak of 
His relationship with true believers, His sheep.  
 
True believers experientially know Jesus, and their lives are marked by obedience. 
(vv.27-28a) 
 
This stands alone as one of the most significant truths about a believer’s relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Jesus says, His sheep “…hear His voice…” How do we hear the voice of 



    3.24.19 
 

  2 

Jesus? Through the Spirit written down on the pages of Scripture. It is in Scripture that we 
hear the Lord teach us, and we properly respond in obedience.  
 
The result of being in the Word and consistently obeying the Word is that Jesus declares, 
“…I know them…” The flow of Jesus’ words is important to note. He reverses what is 
expected, that the sheep know Him. Instead Jesus says, “…I know them…” The emphasis 
is on His knowing His sheep. This is intensely relational. (cf. Matthew 7:21-23) 
 
The ideal question to ask is “Does Jesus know me?” Of course He does as the omniscient 
God, but more importantly, “Does He know me in relationship?” (cf. 1 John 2:3-6; John 
14:23) 
 
True believers are eternally secure in their relationship with Jesus because He keeps 
them secure in a relationship with Him and the Father. (vv.28b-29) 
 
Nowhere in Scripture is there a stronger affirmation of the absolute eternal security of all 
true believers. Jesus is plainly teaching the security of the believer in salvation does not 
depend on human effort, but is grounded in the gracious sovereign election, promise, and 
power of God.  
 
Jesus was in complete obedience to what the Father had sent Him to do. And as God, 
Jesus has the power to keep those who are His own. (cf. John 6:39-40). 
 
The Father and the Son have invited us into the love relationship they have. Jesus went to 
the cross in obedience to the decree of the Father in eternity past. We benefit from the 
love Jesus has for the Father and the love the Father has for the Son. A true believer is held 
in the hand of God the Son and God the Father. (cf. Romans 8:29-39; Colossians 3:3; 1 
Peter 1:1-9)             
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Application Questions 

 
What does John 10:22-42 teach me about Jesus? 
 
 
 
What do these verses teach me about my relationship with Jesus? 
 
 
 
How does the truth in these verses change me?  

         
           


