
 
 
God’s Appointed Times 
“Intentionally Relational” 

Leviticus 23; Selected Scripture 
 

From the very moment of the fall of Adam and Eve, God commenced His redemptive program so that all 
of humankind has the opportunity to be restored to Him by faith. This redemptive program was initiated 
by a promise recorded in Genesis 3:15. While pronouncing the curse on the serpent, the Lord said: “I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall crush 
your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”  
 
Immediately after sin entered creation, and with it, separation between God and man, the Lord 
promised redemption and restoration of the relationship between God and humankind through “…her 
seed…” – meaning, Jesus Christ, Messiah – Redeemer. God Himself became flesh – born in Bethlehem, 
the Son of God; the one who spoke the promise in Genesis, “…her seed…” was now born among men, 
as a man, in order to fulfill His redemptive promise, ”…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us…” 
 
God’s redemptive program invites all people to a relationship with Him through faith – “…to the Jew 
first, and also to the Gentile.”  Through Jesus and the 13 apostles, the gospel has come to all peoples.  It 
began with Peter’s obedience to preach the gospel to the Jews in Acts 2 and then opening the door for 
the Gentiles to believe in Acts 10. Then it continued through Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles. 
 
In the New Testament, God has established a people of His own, the church, to carry His message of 
redemption. The church does not replace Israel, but the church is made up of both Jew and Gentile as 
“…one new man…”  (cf. Ephesians 2:11-22; Romans 11:11-36) 
 
In each one of the Feasts of Israel, God communicates in vivid ways, His redemptive program for all 
humankind, not just for the Jews. Its God’s desire to restore all of humanity to Himself, but not all 
humanity will be restored. Many will reject that Jesus Christ is the only way to be forgiven and accepted 
by God. By celebrating these “appointed times” as God’s people the church, we are participating in 
understanding God’s design for redemption in tangible and symbolic ways that enrich our faith in Him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God’s Appointed Times (cf. Leviticus 23) 
 
Sabbath – the Sabbath is a day of rest to reflect on our intimacy with God and our being set apart in 
relationship with Him.  
 
Passover – the Passover depicts our freedom from the bondage of sin through the Lamb of God, Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Unleavened Bread – leaven in the Bible speaks of the presence of sin. During the last week of Jesus’s 
ministry, He was proven to have no sin in Him and thus was qualified to be God’s Passover Lamb.  
 
Firstfruits – Jesus is the firstfruits of those who have been raised from the dead and His resurrection gives 
us power to live a new life. The power that raised Jesus from the dead is the power that can transform 
our lives. 
 
Pentecost (Weeks) – celebrates the birth of the church, the Body of Messiah. 
 
Trumpets – celebrates the blowing of the shofar to gather the people of God to be with Him forever.  
 
Day of Atonement  - celebrates the day our sins were cancelled out before God, when Jesus made 
atonement for us. This also anticipates the day when the remnant of Israel will confess their sin and call 
on the Lord Jesus to forgive them. At that time, they will enter into the relationship with God that He 
intended for them. (cf. Zechariah 12:10; Romans 11:25-27) 
 
Tabernacles (Booths) – this celebrates the coming Kingdom when Jesus will rule in Jerusalem with His 
Bride, the church. This also anticipates the time when redeemed Israel will inherit the land that God 
promised Abraham and they will be restored in their relationship to Yahweh.  
 
God’s appointed times are our appointed times as well. We celebrate them, placing Jesus in the center. 
He has fulfilled the spring feasts; Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits, so we look back in loving 
remembrance of what He has done. He is yet to fulfill the fall feasts; Trumpets, Day of Atonement and 
Tabernacles, so we celebrate those looking forward to what He will do.                           cd.TCT.32617 
 
 

Teachings on the Feasts of Israel 
 
April 2/Sabbath 
April 9/Passover (Unleavened Bread) 
April 16/Firstfruits 
April 23/ Pentecost 
April 30/Harvest 
May 7/Trumpets 
May 14/Day of Atonement 
May 21/Tabernacles 
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