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Light In The Darkness 
“Like Father, Like Son” 

John 8:37-59 
 

Most if not all earthly fathers enjoy it when their sons display mannerisms, likenesses, attitudes, and actions 
like their own — especially when those attitudes and actions reflect the best of the father.  
 
In John 8:37-59, Jesus is concluding His long conversation with the Jews on the Temple Mount that began 
back in chapter 7. The debate of sorts was over Jesus’ true identity as the Son of God. The Jews took issue 
with Jesus’ claims to be one with the Father and equal with Him in all aspects. Within this conversation, the 
true nature of Christ is clear. Conversely, so also is the true nature of the unbeliever.  
 
An unbeliever seeks self-justification from a form of religion that only serves to keep them in spiritual 
bondage. (John 8:37-43) 
 
There are many religious people in the world, but that does not mean they have a relationship with the one 
true God. There are many people who also would rather not be known as religious but instead choose the 
term “spiritual.”  
 
Spiritual can mean anything, and it can also mean nothing. The only truth about a person being “spiritual” 
would be that every human being has an eternal soul. In other words, humankind is created with a soul that 
lives for eternity — either with God in heaven or apart from God in the eternal punishment of hell.  
 
Since Adam, humans have attempted to be their own god by thinking they can determine their own destiny 
and worship their own god — howbeit an object or self. Any form of religion that denies Jesus Christ, the 
incarnate God, and that adds to or takes away from the work of Christ on the cross is a false religion. So, 
even though there may be in one part a religion that sees God correctly, if that religion views Jesus Christ 
incorrectly — it is a damning form of religion.  
 
An unbeliever refuses to hear God’s truth in spite of the undeniable facts that it reveals. (John 8:44-47) 
 
Calmly and emphatically Jesus identifies the true father of the unbeliever in v.44. It is of note to point out 
these unbelievers acted exactly like their father by accusing Him of illegitimate birth (v.41) and now Jesus 
identifies the true source of their example — Satan (v.44). 
 
Jesus also gives us insight into the nature of unbelievers when it comes to the Word of God. Jesus asked 
them if they could convict Him of sin. He stunned them with this question. Though His enemies wrongly 
believed Him to be guilty of sin, namely, blasphemy — they could not prove Him guilty of anything. They 
stood silent, so Jesus answered His own question: “He who is of God hears the words of God; for this 
reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.” (v.47) 
 
An unbeliever’s true nature is revealed by their attitudes and actions toward Christ. (John 8:48-59) 
 
By calling Jesus a Samaritan, the Jewish leaders were in effect labeling Him a false teacher (because He did 
not agree with their interpretation of the Law), and a traitor to Israel (since He allegedly sided with Israel’s 
enemies the Samaritans). In their spiritual blindness, they were confident that He must be an enemy of God. 
They also leveled the slanderous charge that He was demon-possessed because those who were possessed 
of demons were thought to be insane. This accusation was made of Him in Galilee in Matthew 12.  
 
Jesus calmly answers the accusation with an affirmation that He honors the Father, and in turn, the Father 
has and will honor the Son. Consider the following passages of Scripture: Matthew 3:17; Matthew 17:5; 
Philippians 2:9-11; Psalm 2:6-12. Jesus made a profound promise to all those who would glorify Him by 
obedience to His call to salvation: “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see 
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death.” The promise is eternal life — although one may physically die, they will never experience spiritual 
death.  
 
Despite fierce opposition to Him and the impending outcome of that opposition, Jesus refused to back down 
or deny that He knew the Father (vv.54-55). They were liars because they claimed to know God when they 
actually did not know Him. This was unlike Jesus who did know Him and remained faithful to affirm that 
through what He said to them.  
 
Jesus spoke directly to His divinity by two clear statements (v.56) and (v.58). 
 
Hebrews 11:3 tells us that Abraham saw and welcomed Jesus’ coming. Abraham saw in his son Isaac the 
beginning of God’s fulfillment of His covenant with him (Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-8), which would 
culminate in the coming of the Messiah. The Jewish leaders wanted to murder the very One in whose 
coming Abraham rejoiced.  
 
The Jews persisted in their unbelief with sarcasm to which Jesus calmly replied, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was born, I am.” That was nothing less than a claim to full deity. The Lord once again took 
for Himself the sacred name of God. By using the timeless “I am” rather than “I was,” Jesus not only spoke to 
the fact that He existed before Abraham, but that He is the eternal God.  
 
Jesus calmly walks out as they are grabbing stones to stone Him. It was not yet His time and nothing would 
prevent Him from accomplishing His purpose of redemption and work on the cross.  
 
There are only two possible responses to the claims of Jesus: one, is to accept them as true, repent in faith, 
confess Him as Savior and Lord. Then begin the lifelong process of enjoying the peace of salvation and the 
joy of spiritually growing in a relationship with Him.  
 
Two, respond to Him in hatred and unbelief, utterly rejecting Him. The tragic and fearful result of the second 
response will be eternal punishment in hell. That reality is based in the words of Jesus Himself, “Therefore I 
said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 
(John 8:24) 
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Application Questions 
 

What does this passage teach you about Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
What do these verses teach us about people? 
 
 
 
 
How does this section of John change you and how you relate to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
      Upcoming Study 
 

Current Events in Light of Biblical Prophecy. Taught by Pastor Chip. Fridays. Begins 3/22 @ 7 PM CAST. 


