
 

 

 
Enemies of Truth 
“The Fate of False Teachers” 

2 Peter 2:3b-10a 
 

When God speaks, He always speaks truth. God is not confusing, and He communicates clearly in 
His Word. As the God of truth, He cannot lie, nor will He ever contradict Himself. This means that 
His infallible Word is perfectly without error and completely trustworthy. In short, the Bible - like 
its Author - is truth.  
 
In light of this, God wants His people to learn, know, and proclaim His truth. God has never given 
His people permission to approach His Word in a flippant, careless, subjective manner. Jesus’ 
prayer to the Father on our behalf is that we might be set-apart from the world and to Him through 
His Word - “Sanctify them in truth, Your Word is truth.” (John 17:17). 
 
Satan’s goal is to subvert and pervert the truth of God’s written Word. He accomplishes this by 
deceiving people into thinking the Scripture says things that God never intended to say, calling 
into question the validity of absolute truth. He uses false teachers as a means by which distortion 
of God’s truth is accomplished.  
 
Satan and his servants are antithetically opposed to God’s Word; they distort the truth in order to 
obscure the message of true salvation. What is worse, these false teachers use tactics and words 
that have a sense of spirituality. But in the end, their teaching is a complete misrepresentation and 
utter distortion of God’s truth. This deceives the undiscerning, weak minded, and spiritually 
immature.  
 
God is clear about His response to those who perpetuate the distortion and misinterpretation of 
His Word. As we have noted in this series, God has spoken judgment on false teachers in the Old 
Testament: (cf. Jeremiah 23:16-22; Ezekiel 13:8-9) 
 
We also know what the New Testament writers, such as Paul, John, Jude, and Peter, say about 
false teachers. As Peter continues his description of false teachers, he emphasizes just how serious 
God is about truth, and how hostile God is toward those who distort it. Peter has already helped us 
identify false teachers in 2:1-3a. He will elaborate on their identity later on in chapter 2. But in 
verses 2:3b-10a, Peter gives three insights as to the coming judgment on false teachers.  
 
The promise of judgment. (2 Peter 2:3b) 
 
False teachers, like all unbelievers, will not face their eternal judgment until death; their sentence 
was decreed by God from long ago as Peter tells us. The phrase from long ago, translates one 
word in the Greek, ekpalai, and it means “from a long time.” 
 
Peter makes it clear as to the eternal damnation of false teachers, and their destruction is not 
asleep. God’s wrath on those who distort His truth and thereby lead astray the undiscerning and 
spiritually immature, is fully awake. He will not overlook unrepentant false teachers.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The example of judgment. (2 Peter 2:4-8) 
 
In order for us not to mistake the seriousness of God’s judgment and His ability to execute it, Peter 
gives three good examples of how swiftly God brings judgment on those who disobey and distort 
His truth. Peter references three well-known judgments: fallen angels v.4; the Flood v.5; Sodom 
and Gomorrah vv.6-8. These three judgments are recorded in book of Genesis. 
 
 
The method of judgment. (2 Peter 2:9-10a) 
 
Since the Lord knew how to rescue the righteous from judgment in the past, He certainly knows 
how to rescue the righteous in the present and future. (cf. Malachi 3:16-4:3) 
 
Peter says the Lord knows how to take care of His own; therefore, God’s people have nothing to 
fear. But for false teachers, their fate is the same as the fallen angels, the ancient world that 
perished in the flood, and the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah.  
 
False teachers reject the sovereign lordship of Jesus Christ over their lives. They are superficially 
identified with Him but utterly deny Him by their actions and more deceptively through their 
words.  
 
In keeping with God’s unmistakable promise, divine judgment will ultimately come upon all His 
enemies. The historical precedent leaves no room for doubt. As in the past, God will ultimately 
destroy any who oppose Him - including false teachers and their followers.  
 
However, at the same time, He will rescue believers from such a horrible end. Paul encouraged 
the church at Thessalonica with this: (cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12)  
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