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Light In The Darkness 
“The Resurrection and the Life, Part Two” 

 
John 11:17-36 

 
One of the most unsettling realities of our lives is that death is certain, and we have no control 
over when death will occur. Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 8, “No man has authority to restrain 
the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death…” (Ecclesiastes 8:8) 
 
Moses wrote in Psalm 90, “As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to 
strength, eighty years, yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly 
away.” (Psalm 90:10) 
 
The sobering reality that this life could end at any moment only underscores its brevity. James 
says, “Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that 
appears for a little while then vanishes away.” (James 4:14) 
 
But the wonderful truth is death does not have to be the end of all of man’s hopes and dreams. For 
the believer, death is not to be feared. Jesus Christ has conquered death, and as He promised all 
those who believe in Him, “…I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live 
even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.” (John 11:25-26) 
 
The raising of Lazarus in John 11 vividly demonstrates the power Christ has over death. This 
miracle formed a bridge between the public ministry of Jesus to the nation of Israel and His private 
ministry to His followers. This miracle provided indisputable evidence to Israel that Jesus is who 
He claimed to be, and it served to strengthen the faith of His disciples.  
 
John 11:17-36 further set the stage for the ultimate display of Jesus’ sovereign power over death, 
and it shows a profound truth about the character and work of God in our lives.  
 
The timing of God’s work in our life always serves the purpose for His glory and our good. (John 
11:17-32) 
 
As always, God’s plans and purposes do not operate on the calendars or schedules of humans. The 
Lord says through the prophet Isaiah, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
My ways…For as the heavens are higher that the earth, so we are My ways higher than your 
ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) 
 
Jesus Christ is the source of everything that lives. He is the resurrection and the life because He is 
life. He has the power to create out of nothing, and He also has the power to raise the dead 
because He is life. He doesn’t draw His life from anyone else or anywhere else. Life itself exists in 
Him. He is life. This is His nature. He is eternal life, who has been alive eternally, and He granted 
that life to His creation.  
 
The faith lesson for Martha (vv.20-27) 
Martha has no confidence that Jesus can deal with dead people. She has no question He can heal 
the sick because He did that virtually His entire ministry. In her mind, if Jesus had been there, 
none of this would have happened because Jesus loved Lazarus.  
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The faith of Martha fell short of believing that He could raise Lazarus from the dead because of the 
length of time that had passed since he died. It was too big for the Lord to handle.  
 
Jesus plainly tells her He is in fact God. I Am. That’s the Tetragrammaton, the name of God.  Jesus 
says, “I am the resurrection and the life.” He doesn’t say, “I can raise the dead.” He says I am the 
resurrection because I am life (vv.25-26).  
 
Jesus has the infinite ability to understand and identify with human suffering. (John 11:33-37) 
 
One of the profound realities of the Person of Jesus Christ is that He is truly human, in all aspects. 
He was born the same way all humans are born. He developed the same way all humans develop. 
He experienced hunger, thirst, joy, sorrow, love, laughter, sadness, friendships, hurt feelings, sleep 
— He identifies with every single human need and every single human temptation, yet He is 
sinless.  
 
Everyone around saw the love Jesus had for Lazarus, Martha, and Mary. He fully entered into their 
suffering. Yet, their skepticism of Jesus remained, v.37. Jesus was about to change that attitude. 
The stage was set for the Lord to convincingly demonstrate His power over death by restoring 
Lazarus to life.            
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Application Questions 
 

What does John 11:17-37 teach us about Jesus? 
 
 
 
How does the truth of John 11:17-37 affect me in terms of my understanding of Jesus? 
 
 
 
What are some ways I can apply this truth in my life that will result in a better understanding of my 
relationship with Christ? 
           
            
 

Upcoming Events 
Current Events in Light of Biblical Prophecy. Fridays 7:00 PM. 4/26. 

See Pastor Chip for more information 
 

Women’s Bible Study in the Book of Esther. Thursdays 7:00 PM. 4/18, 5/2, 5/16, 5/30. 
See Dawn Fitzpatrick for more information 

 

Men’s Bible Study.  Topical Discussion.  Wednesday 6:30 PM.  4/24. 
See Scott Meredith for more information 

 

TCT New Membership Informational Meeting. Two parts. 9:00 AM Sunday 4/28 AND 5/5. 
See Jake Ford or Dawn Fitzpatrick for more information 


