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Light In The Darkness 
“The Resurrection and the Life Part Three” 

John 11:37-44 
 
The crowning work Jesus performed was His sacrificial death on the cross. As Paul wrote to the 
Corinthian church, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)  
 
The prophet Isaiah spoke concerning the payment for sin by Christ on the cross 733 years before it 
occurred when he wrote, “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed 
for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are 
healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray. Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord 
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” (Isaiah 53:5-6).  
 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 foretold the entirety of Jesus’ suffering. King David foretold of the suffering of 
Jesus in Psalm 22 and the resurrection of Jesus in Psalm 16 when he wrote, “For You will not 
abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.” (Psalm 16:10)  
 
John’s gospel presents Jesus as God the Son, the incarnate deity who has come from heaven to be 
the Light of the world and the Bread of life. Everything John wrote about Jesus was so all who read 
his gospel would understand that everything he wrote was for one single purpose,  
, “…so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may 
have life in His name.” (John 20:31) 
 
The entire eleventh chapter of John’s gospel revolves around Christ’s claim to be the resurrection 
and the life (vv.25-26). Lazarus is not the primary focus of this passage — Jesus is the primary 
focus of John 11. What Jesus does upon His arrival in Bethany proves without question, that He is 
God and as such, has the power over His own resurrection.  
 
There are three compelling truths we learn from the raising of Lazarus in John 11:37-44. 
 
It is presumptuous to criticize the hand of God when there is no understanding of the heart of 
God. (John 11:37-41a) 
 
The mourners’ comment in verse 37 is indicative of unbelief and is part of the reason why Jesus 
was deeply moved. Not only was His heart engaged in the hurt Martha and Mary were feeling, but 
also His understanding of the cause of unbelief and death…sin. The people wrongly assumed the 
reason for Jesus’ delay in coming to Bethany. Jesus delayed because His purpose was not to heal 
Lazarus, but to raise him from the dead and thereby bring glory to Himself.  
 
Leon Morris explains the different viewpoints of the raising of Lazarus — the viewpoint of the 
unbeliever and the viewpoint of the believer. “For Jesus the ‘glory of God’ was the one important 
thing. This means that the real meaning of what He would do would be accessible only to faith. 
All who were there, believers or not, would see the miracle. But Jesus is promising Martha a sight 
of the glory. The crowd would see the miracle, but only believers would receive its real 
significance, the glory.” (The Gospel According to John, The New International Commentary on 
the New Testament, Leon Morris) 
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The prayer Jesus prayed was not for Him, but for all those who heard Him.  
(John 11:41b-42) 
 

Jesus was not asking the Father to raise Lazarus, but was thanking Him that He had already heard 
and granted His request, just as He always heard Him. The prayer was not for Jesus’ benefit but so 
the people standing around would believe the Father had sent him. 
 

The power of Jesus to raise Lazarus from the dead proves His authority over death and the grave. 
(John 11:43-44) 
 

It has been said that Jesus was careful to call Lazarus by name, for if he had not done so, all those 
buried in the area would have come out of the tomb at the command of the God of all creation.  
 

John MacArthur comments: “Stumbling blindly toward the familiar, beloved voice that called 
him, the man who had died came forth…there was no showmanship, theatrics, or hype. Jesus 
was content to let His divine power speak for itself. At His command the king of terrors (Job 
18:14) yielded up his lawful captive, the grave was robbed of its victory (1 Corinthians 15:55); 
the door of death and Hades was unlocked by the One who alone holds the keys (Revelation 
1:18).” 
 

Although this was the climactic miracle in Jesus’ earthly ministry, it was only a pale anticipation of 
what was yet to come in His own bodily resurrection (Matthew 28:1-8; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-
11; John 20:1-10; Acts 2:30-33; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11). 
 

Lazarus rose with a corruptible body that would one day die again. But Jesus Christ rose as the 
conqueror of death. (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:20-22; 54-57)     cd.TCT.42119 
 

Application Questions 
 

What does the story of Lazarus say about Jesus Christ? 
 
 
How does the truth in John 11:37-44 change the way I think about my relationship to Christ? 
 
 
Which of the three truths taught from John 11:37-44 stands out for you and how will you apply it 
today?           
 
            

Upcoming Events 
Current Events in Light of Biblical Prophecy. Fridays 7:00 PM. 4/26. 

See Pastor Chip for more information 
 

Men’s Bible Study.  Topical Discussion.  Wednesday 6:30 PM.  4/24. 
See Scott Meredith for more information 

 
TCT New Membership Informational Meeting. Two parts. 9:00 AM Sunday 4/28 AND 5/5. 

See Jake Ford or Dawn Fitzpatrick for more information 
 

Women’s Bible Study in the Book of Esther. Thursdays 7:00 PM. 5/2, 5/16, 5/30. 
See Dawn Fitzpatrick for more information 


