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Light In The Darkness 
“The Resurrection and The Life — Part One” 

John 11:1-16 
 

The last and most monumental public miracle Jesus performed is written for us in John 11. For 
John, it was the climactic miracle Jesus did — it was in the open for all to see. Nowhere in any 
other account of Jesus’ miraculous work do we see more profoundly the coming together of His 
humanity and His deity.  
 
Jesus Christ’s two natures are clearly seen in so much as we observe His majestic omniscience and 
His omnipotent display of glory over overwhelming death. We also see His sympathy, 
compassion, love, and affections in His relationship to an earthly family.  
 
There are a number of reasons why the Holy Spirit left this for us to know. First of all, it declared 
one more final, supreme, incomparable, undeniable proof of the claims of Jesus, affirmed by many 
eyewitnesses, that He is who He claimed to be. Second, it increased the faith of those who were 
eager to believe and produced greater faith in the disciples. Third, it gave further motivation to His 
enemies to press the issue of Jesus’ murder because God’s timing for Jesus’ suffering, death, and 
resurrection was very near.  
 
This is the seventh miracle John records in his gospel. The other six: turning water into wine, 
helping the nobleman’s son, restoring the crippled man, feeding of the five thousand, walking on 
the water, giving sight to the man born blind. Now number seven is raising Lazarus from the dead.  
 
John 11:1-16 
 
In the first section of this story, we will meet the people involved.  In doing so we see some 
profound truths about the Lord Jesus.  
 
Lazarus; Mary; Martha; Bethany (John 11:1-3) 
 
Lazarus is a common Hebrew name from the Old Testament name, Eleazar. The name Eleazar 
means, “whom God helps,” and it fits for the occasion. We know nothing of Lazarus, except 
where he was from and that he and his two sisters were friends of and believers in Jesus.  
 
They lived in Bethany — not the Bethany beyond the Jordan (located in modern day Jordan) — 
this Bethany is located on the eastern slopes of the Mount of Olives, very close to Jerusalem. John 
further identified Bethany as “…the village of Mary and her sister Martha.”  
 
There are two specific truths we learn about Jesus and about us: 
 
God’s purposes are always accomplished in His way and in His time. (vv.4-6) 
They did not attempt to manipulate the Lord by reminding Him of Lazarus’ love and affection for 
Him. They merely appealed to the Lord’s love (phileo; the love of friendship and affection) for 
their brother, humbly and trustingly bringing the need to His attention.  
 
Jesus, in His omniscience, makes the statement, “…This sickness is not to end in death…” 
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The Lord did not say Lazarus was not going to die, but rather that death would not be the ultimate 
outcome. How could Jesus say that? Because He and the Father are one. Only God can make that 
kind of statement and do so emphatically.  
 
So what was the purpose of Lazarus’ condition? Jesus says, “…but for the glory of God, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified by it.” There is nothing to add. This is a plain and to the point 
explanation. Moreover, it helps us to know why Jesus stayed two more days longer in Bethany 
beyond the Jordan.  
 
The Lord did not delay to allow Lazarus to die; he had probably died before the messenger 
reached Jesus. The delay did serve several purposes: it strengthened the faith of Mary and Martha 
by forcing them to trust the Lord; it made it clear that Lazarus was in fact, dead; hence, that Jesus’ 
raising Lazarus was miraculous. As always, Jesus operated according to God’s timetable, not 
man’s. Jesus is still operating on God’s timetable.  
 
If we trust the Lord even when we can’t figure out the “why” of His ways, we will spiritually 
grow in ways we could not have otherwise. (vv.7-16) 
 
The 12 hours in a day symbolize the duration of the Lord’s ministry on earth allotted by the Father. 
The time allotted to the Lord to accomplish His ministry was fixed. No enemy would shorten it; no 
friend would lengthen it.  
 
The same is true for us — the Lord has fixed our time on this earth. It is in His sovereign plan and 
not one second will pass or cease without His already fixing it to do so. When we pray for those in 
what appears to be an imminent death — we must always remember that we are like Mary and 
Martha, humbly asking the Lord to help the one whom He loves.                              
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Application Questions 
 

What does this section teach us about Jesus? 
 
 

How can I apply this truth in my own relationship with Christ? 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
Current Events in Light of Biblical Prophecy. Fridays 7:00 PM. 4/12, 4/19, 4/26. 

See Pastor Chip for more information 
 

Women’s Bible Study in the Book of Esther. Thursdays 7:00 PM. 4/18, 5/2, 5/16, 5/30. 
See Dawn Fitzpatrick for more information 

 

Men’s Bible Study.  Topical Discussion.  Wednesday 6:30 PM.  4/24. 
See Scott Meredith for more information 

 

TCT New Membership Informational Meeting.  9:00 AM BOTH Sundays 4/28 and 5/5. 
See Jake Ford or Dawn Fitzpatrick for more information 


