
 

 

 
God’s Appointed Times 
“God With Us” 

Leviticus 23:33-44 
 

We are now looking at the seventh and final feast in God’s redemptive program: The Feast 
of Tabernacles. The word “tabernacles” I as not referring to the Tabernacle in the 
wilderness; instead, it is referring to the small structures in which the Israelites lived while 
in the wilderness.  
 
The Feast of Tabernacles is a time of great rejoicing and expression of future hope in God, 
for Jews and for the Church. It was celebrated in the past with a focus on the future. 
 
The Hebrew word for tabernacles is sukkot, and so the Feast of Tabernacles is also known 
as the Feast of Sukkot or simply Sukkot. Sukkot is a harvest festival, also called the Feast of 
Ingathering. In contrast to the solemn day of Yom Kippur five days earlier, this eight-day 
feast is occasionally referred to “season of our rejoicing.” The seven days of continual 
joyous celebration are followed by a solemn assembly on the eighth day.  
 
The Feast of Tabernacles is the culmination of all the feasts on God’s redemptive calendar. 
By the time Solomon became king a few centuries after the giving of the Law, because of 
its place in the Biblical calendar, this festival had become the most important feast. It was 
given the name, “the Feast.” 
 
The Symbolic Elements of the Feast of Tabernacles 
 
The symbolic elements and ceremonies of the Feast point to the finished work of Jesus 
and His future presence with His people. 
 
1) The branches used to build the Sukkot. (cf. Leviticus 23:40) 
 
The three walls of the Sukkot structure are constructed of palm, myrtle, and willow 
branches, along with other materials. The branches cover the roof, and a small space is 
intentionally left open. This allowed the people to look at the stars at night and be 
reminded of their wandering in the wilderness.  
 
2) The sacrifices required for the Feast. (cf. Leviticus 23:37) 
 
Sacrifices of bulls were made each day during the seven days of the Feast. These 
sacrifices, along with all animal and blood sacrifices, pointed to the seriousness of sin and 
the requirement of blood for the forgiveness of sins.  



 

 

 
3) The water pouring ceremony. 
 
Certain ceremonies developed over time for the purpose of helping people to relate to the 
Feast. One of those ceremonies is known as the water pouring ceremony. Especially 
during the time of the first century, the priests’ retrieval of water from the Pool of Siloam 
and circuits around the altar would end as the water was poured out while praying for the 
salvation of souls. 
 
4) The great lights of the Temple. 
 
The Talmud (the books that codify the teachings of 1st and 2nd century Judaism) speak of 
the fact that during the Feast of Tabernacles, three 75ft high candles would be placed in 
the Temple, in the court of the women next to the treasury. The wicks would be the old 
garments of the priest. They would light the candles so all the houses and buildings 
around the Temple complex would be illumined at night.  
 
Jesus Fulfills the Elements of the Feast  
 
In each element of the Feast, Jesus’ work of redemption and His future dwelling among 
His people is fulfilled. 
 
Jesus is our covering and our protection because He has come to give us His salvation. 
(cf. John 1:1; 14; John 14:15-17; John 14:1-3) 
 
Jesus is our great sacrifice. (cf. Hebrews 10:1-10) 
 
Jesus is the true water of life. (cf. John 7:37) 
 
Jesus is the light of the world. (cf. John 8:12) 
 
Jesus will ultimately fulfill the Feast of Tabernacles in the New Jerusalem. 
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