
 

 

 
Equipped for the Inevitable 
“What You Have Is Eternal” 

1 Peter 1:3-5 
 

Webster defines inheritance as, “the act of inheriting property; the reception of genetic 
qualities by transmission from parent to offspring; the acquisition of a possession, 
condition, or trait from past generations.” 
 
We are often reminded in the Scripture of a future home in heaven, one that Jesus Himself 
is preparing for us. We are anticipating the day when we finally obtain that which has 
been promised to us. Since this truth of what lies in the future for God’s people is so 
seemingly abstract for us - not that we don’t believe it; but we don’t consider it in tangible 
reality or cognitive certainty - we forget what truly is ours in Christ.  
 
What we have in Christ is not a religion that fades, nor is it a self-help secret that will 
eventually run its course and become obsolete over time. Who we are and what we have 
is eternal.  
 
Peter gives us five relevant features about our eternal inheritance that help us to grasp its 
significance: the source, motive, appropriation, quality, and security of the believer’s 
inheritance.  
 
The source of our inheritance is found in the mind of God the Father. (1 Peter 1:3a) 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
 
Peter points us directly to the Father and the source of what we have in our salvation. It is 
because of the great love of the Father that we have been given the opportunity to know 
Him through Jesus. 
 
The motive for our inheritance is in the heart of God the Father. (1 Peter 1:3b) 
“According to His great mercy…”  
 
Mercy was the motive behind God’s granting believers eternal life - sharing the very life of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
Mercy focuses on the sinner’s miserable, pitiful condition. The gospel is prompted by 
God’s compassion toward those who were dead in their trespasses and sins - as we all 
were in that dreadful and helpless condition compounded by a deceitful heart and self-
centeredness that only alienated us from His love.  
 



 

 

Mercy is not the same as grace. Mercy concerns an individual’s miserable condition, 
whereas grace concerns his guilt, which caused that condition. 
 
Divine mercy takes the sinner from misery to glory (a change in condition), and divine 
grace takes him from guilt to acquittal (a change in position). 
 
The appropriation of our inheritance is by the choice of God the Father to give us faith in 
what Jesus accomplished in His death and resurrection. (1 Peter 1:3c) “…He has caused 
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead…”  
 
Humanity’s sinful nature needs changing, but only the working of the Holy Spirit can 
transform the sinful human heart. Neither religion, nor religious behavior, can break 
humanity from its sinful condition. Sin has completely and utterly separated man from 
God.  
 
But Jesus has paid the sin penalty through His death: the sinless for the sinful - the 
righteous for the unrighteous - the holy for the unholy - the Healer and Helper for the sin 
sick and helpless. 
 
God gives faith to believe in what Jesus accomplished on the cross. In order for sinners to 
receive an eternal inheritance from God they must experience His means of spiritual 
transformation, the new birth through this faith.   
 
 
The quality of our eternal inheritance is based on the work of Christ. (1 Peter 1:4a) “…to 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading…”  
 
The key word of this entire passage is inheritance, which is wealth passed down, or a 
legacy one receives as a member of a family. This eternal life is our possession.  
 
Since this eternal salvation comes from our Father, was paid for by the Son, and is built in 
us by the Spirit, we receive the quality nature - the essence of the new birth. Therefore, we 
must be changed by it so our lives reflect that we are authentically born again.  
 
We will fully know this eternal inheritance in heaven. Until then, God is in the process of 
maturing His children and conforming their behavior so that it is increasingly consistent to 
the inner spiritual inheritance.  
 
This inheritance is imperishable - not liable to death or subject to destruction. 
It is undefiled - that which is unstained and unpolluted - completely pure. 
It is unfading - that which will never lose its magnificence.  
 
 



 

 

The believer’s eternal inheritance is securely kept in the very place where God dwells.  
(1 Peter 1:4b-5) “…kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
 
God the Father keeps your salvation. He initiated it, paid for it, and gave it to you. His 
divine omnipotence keeps it, and nothing can take it from Him. He alone is the all-
powerful loving God, and there is none like Him, nor ever will be. He is your Father and 
my Father - your God and my God.  
 
The fullness of our inheritance will be realized at the end of the millennial kingdom when 
God creates the new heaven and new earth. We possess some of the benefits of salvation 
presently, but the great fullness of our redemption is yet to come.  
 
God has promised unfathomable glories in the eternal perfection of heaven that will one 
day be the conscious experience of every believer. He is the source of our inheritance; it 
came because of His mercy and by the gracious means of the new birth. It remains perfect 
and eternally secure, a reality upon which all believers can fix their hope.  
 
How does this truth change you today? What will be different about you that will 
demonstrate you belong to a different world, a different kingdom, a different Person? 
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