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Light In The Darkness 
“Endure” 

John 15:1-11 
 

The greatest privilege a true believer has is to abide in Christ. The word abide is to remain, 
to endure, to continue in a fixed state. This is the difference between a true believer of 
Jesus Christ and a counterfeit. This is the difference between a true follower of Jesus and 
an apostate. Many people can “do” things that are characteristic of a Christian, but few 
people actually “are” a true Christian.  
 
The difference is clearly communicated by Jesus in John 15:1-11. The Lord gives a list of 
consequential behaviors that characterize His true followers. He also makes it clear as to 
the eventual consequences of those who are not His true followers.  
 
These are the two type branches in Jesus’ analogy on which He places most of His 
attention. 
 
The characteristics of the living branches. (John 15:2b-5; 7-11) 
 
There are three basic characteristics of the living branches that stand out: (1) they bear 
fruit (vv. 2, 4, 5, 8); (2) they abide (remain, continue — endure) in Christ’s love (vv. 2, 8); 
(3) they operate in full cooperation with Jesus, keeping His commands and following His 
example of obedience to the Father. (cf. John 8:31) 
 
In vv. 4-5, the Lord’s words emphasize two important truths about spiritual conduct:  
 
(1) since all true believers abide in Christ and He in them, there is no such thing as a 
fruitless Christian. Earlier in His ministry, Jesus contrasted true and false believers. (cf. 
Matthew 7:17-20; Luke 6:43) 
 
(2) believers cannot bear fruit on their own; Jesus plainly stated that truth in vv. 4-5. 
Although there may be periods of non-productivity in the life of a believer, true branches 
through whom the life of the vine flows cannot ultimately fail to produce fruit.  
 
There is a misconception among the Church today that equates fruit with outward success. 
By that standard — external religion, superficial righteousness, having a large church, a 
popular ministry, or a successful program are considered fruitful.  
 
John MacArthur comments: “…the Bible nowhere equates fruit with superficial, external 
behavior or results, which deceivers and hypocrites, as well as non-Christian cults and 
religions can duplicate. Instead, Scripture defines fruit in terms of spiritual qualities.”  
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The characteristics of the dead branches. (John 15:2a; 6) 
 
Because dead branches are detrimental to the health of the vine, the vinedresser would 
cut off the dry, lifeless, withered. In Jesus’ analogy, the Father removes the unregenerate 
false branches from their superficial attachment to the vine.  
 
This is not a reference or proof text that one can lose their salvation, nor are these merely 
fruitless Christians — as we have already stated. The branches who bear no fruit are 
marked as unbelieving, false disciples. All true followers of Jesus bear fruit.  
 
These lifeless, dead branches are those who mentally attach themselves to Christ but His 
life is absent in them. These were the masses who followed Jesus during His ministry and 
those whom Jesus separated from His true followers in John 6.  
 
Identifiable characteristics of the dead branch are seen in the following passages of 
Scripture:  Matthew 13:20-22; 25-30; 48; 25:1-12; 24-30; 33, 41; Luke 13:25-27; 
Hebrews 3:12; 10:26; 39 — although these people think they will be accepted by God in 
heaven for their many “spiritual” efforts, they are actually those whom Jesus rejects 
Matthew 7:21-23. The ultimate example of a dead branch is Judas Iscariot. (cf. Matthew 
26:24) Peter applies this same conclusion to all pseudo-disciples (cf. 2 Peter 2:20-21). 
 
A genuine disciple will produce righteous behavior and result in eternal joy and blessing. 
But those, whose profession of faith is false, like Judas, will be fruitless and ultimately cast 
into the eternal torment of hell.  
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Upcoming Events 
 
 

Men’s Bible Study. 8/28.  6:30 PM @ Kevin Hector’s home.   
See Scott Meredith if you have questions. 

 
Ladies Bible Study. Hebrews. Thursday 8/29. Every other Thursday.  

7 PM @ C.A.S.T.  See Dawn Fitzpatrick if you have questions. 
 

TCT-I Party @ Bains 8/31, 10-2.  Thank you/Goodbye for Jack and Nichole.   
See Wes Crenshaw if you have questions. 

 
Monthly Ladies Fellowship, first Wednesdays of the month. Begins 9/4.  6:30 PM @ 

Angela Morris’ home.  See Suze Meredith if you have questions. 
 

Lance and Rainna ALL-Church Baby Shower. 9/8, 1 PM @ Diaz’s home. 
Details and sign-ups to come. See Katie Ford if you have questions. 


