
 

 

 
Equipped for the Inevitable 
“The Sufficiency of Scripture” 
 

1 Peter 2:1-3 
 

The Christian community has endeavored to help believers grow in their faith through a 
variety of methods and helps. It would seem that in our modern culture with all of our 
technology and the abundance of resources offered through said technology that believers 
would be on a spiritual growth spike! 
 
We have available to us, either in print or on-line, all the Christian living self-help 
resources. One can obtain an abundance of materials to help them grow in their faith. 
Many Christians take advantage of these good resources, and they have seen some 
measurable success for their effort. Walk into any Christian bookstore or Lifeway 
bookstore and you will find the latest and greatest spiritual growth resources on the 
market. 
 
While these resources are good and very helpful, they pale in comparison to the Word of 
God. It is incumbent on every person who claims to be a follower of Christ to have a 
desire to know Scripture. They are not only to know it, but they are to apply it.  
 
Love for and delight in God’s Word always mark the truly saved. Jesus said, “If you abide 
in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth and the truth will set 
you free.” (John 8:31-32) 
 
The Word of God is the key to successfully overcoming the power of sin on a daily basis. 
It is the heavenly weapon that gives all believers who embrace it, believe it, study it, apply 
it, and allow their lives to be saturated by it clear and present victory over the power of 
sin.  
 
In these first three verses of chapter 2, Peter reminds us of the importance of the Word of 
God. After chapter one’s message about our great and awesome salvation, he now moves 
to the day-to-day obligation of living out our new identity in Christ. This responsibility 
begins by having an intense desire to immerse us in the Scripture.  
 
Peter gives us two basic prerequisites for being a student of the Word of God: 
 
1) We must actively eliminate the sins that distract us from engaging in the Scripture. (1 

Peter 2:1) 
 
“So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.” 
 



 

 

The idea here is to become aware of the relational sins that keep us both from 
understanding the Word and from living out the Word. 
 
If we understand the characteristics of the sins Peter lists, we will more easily identify 
them. Once identified, we can get rid of them.  
 
Malice - a word that refers to general wickedness and baseness.  
Deceit - a term that literary means “bait" or “fishhook.” It denotes guile, dishonesty, 
falsehood, and treachery.  
Hypocrisy - originally identified an actor who wore a mask. It refers to spiritual insincerity 
and pretense.  
Envy - defines the attitude of those who resent others’ success or prosperity. It often leads 
to grudges, bitterness, hatred, and conflict.  
Slander - the whispers and gossip about someone that is essentially defamation of 
character.  
 
Peter calls us to confession and repentance of these sins. This clears the way for an 
unhindered desire for the truth of God. 
 
2) We must eagerly and authentically desire to know the Scriptures. (1 Peter 2:2-3) 
 
“Like new born infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation - if indeed you have tasted the Lord is good.”  
 
Believers need God’s truth like a newborn infant needs milk. Peter compares the strength 
of that longing for divine revelation to the singular dominant desire of newborn infants.  
 
It is noteworthy to point out that Peter did not issue commands. He did not tell us to read 
the Word, study the Word, meditate on the Word, teach the Word, preach the Word, 
search the Word, or memorize the Word. All of those things are essential, and other 
passages command us to perform these acts.  
 
Peter focused on the more foundational element which we need before we will pursue 
any of the other afore mentioned actions.  He encourages a deep, continuous longing for 
the Word of truth.  
 
Whether believers are recent converts, maturing, or more mature in the faith, craving the 
Word of God is always essential to spiritual nourishment and growth.  
 
We learn and experience the goodness of the Lord through living in His Word. If we have 
truly been born of the Spirit, we will naturally have a longing to learn the truth within its 
pages. This in turn results in us applying that truth each day of our lives. 
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