
 

 

 
Equipped for the Inevitable 
“Position and Privilege For A Purpose” Part 1 

 
1 Peter 2:4-8 

 
The person who trusts Christ as his/her personal savior is granted not only eternal life with 
God, but this individual is also given a myriad of spiritual privileges. These privileges are 
not simply to be held and enjoyed as His people.  They function as a motivation for us to 
serve and honor the Lord with our lives on a continuing consistent basis.  
 
Peter has taught us the greatness of our salvation in chapter one. He now moves into the 
great spiritual privileges our salvation affords us. These privileges are active in the present. 
To the glory of Christ alone, each believer is able to appropriate what has already been 
given.  
 
** The privileges of a life in Christ. (1 Peter 2:4-8 NASB) 
 
1) The privilege of abiding in Christ 
 
The English word, privilege, is defined as “a peculiar benefit, advantage, or favor,” which 
may be “attached specifically to a position or an office.” True followers of Jesus are a 
special class of people who enjoy unique and eternal spiritual favors - given by God - 
because of their life in Christ.  
 
Many believers view the Christian life from the standpoint of duty rather than spiritual 
privilege. They tend to be preoccupied with the temporal pressures of what they view as 
obligations and consequently fail to truly embrace the lasting privileges God has given 
them to enjoy. They often think of those blessings as reserved for heaven, to be 
appreciated only in the presence of God and Christ in that place of perfect joy, peace, 
unity, knowledge, and rest.  
 
However, these great spiritual privileges we have are designed for this life - for the 
present.  These privileges open the door of service - the future focused service of the 
present. Scripture helps us understand how we gain these privileges. (cf. Matthew 11:28-
30; John 6:35; Ephesians 1:3; Colossians 3:3-4; Ephesians 2:19-22) 
 
2) The privilege of access to God as His priests 
 
We know that unbelievers have no access to God, and He does not admit unbelievers into 
His fellowship. The Bible tells us that unbelievers are far off and alienated from the life of 



 

 

God (cf. Ephesians 2:11-12). However, the Bible is clear that those who know God 
through Jesus Christ have the privilege of full access into His presence (cf. Hebrews 10:19-
22). 
 
3) The privilege of offering up spiritual sacrifices to God 
 
The sacrifices offered up by the priests were a picture of what was to come in Messiah. 
Since Jesus has come and fulfilled all these, believers are now to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices for service. The New Testament teaches seven basic sacrifices for believers: their 
bodies, their praise, their good works, their possessions, their converts, their love, and 
their prayers. (cf. Romans 12:1-2) 
 
4) The privilege of being secure in Christ  
 
Jesus is uniquely fitted for His task and He is therefore the “…choice stone, a precious 
corner stone…” Peter is quoting from Isaiah 28. The prophet Isaiah was speaking 
specifically of Jesus. 
 
From this awesome reality issues one of the great privileges for all who believe - you will 
not be disappointed. The word rendered disappointed denotes being deceived in some 
confidence, or placing your hope in someone and having that hope crumble. Those who 
sincerely trust in Christ as Lord and Savior will never know disappointment from Him.  
 
5) The privilege of having affection for Christ 
 
Because of the precious value we place on Jesus, we are drawn into an emotional 
attachment to Him bound by the ropes of truth. Only those who believe in Jesus manifest 
a surpassing love for Him. Some truly born-again people are still extremely immature in 
this area of affection for Christ. This is because they have allowed the world’s deceptions 
and lies to infiltrate their minds to point of saturation. There is no room or desire to engage 
Jesus in the mind; therefore only the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of 
life guide the emotions.  
 
You who have placed your faith in Christ are a privileged group. You have every reason to 
hope expectantly on Christ. (cf. Romans 8:28-39) 
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