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Light In The Darkness 
“Trust” 
 

John 14:4-14 
 

The phrase “I promise” does not seem to carry the weight it once did. Well-intended 
promises tend to fall short of their desired goal — whether we have been the one who was 
disappointed or we have been the one who disappointed. By contrast, the words spoken 
by Jesus are not only true, but they are life itself. Every word that came out of the mouth of 
Jesus Christ can be entirely trusted and believed. His word never fails.  
 
There are two major principles we can learn from the conversation between Jesus, 
Thomas, and Phillip that will allow us to totally trust the words of promise Jesus spoke to 
the eleven apostles and to all those who follow Jesus today.  
 
The Lord is always faithful and patient with us when we allow what we see to weaken 
what we believe. (John 14:4-11) 
 
Jesus had announced to the disciples that He was going away and they could not follow 
Him now, but would follow Him later. This was a difficult thing for them to comprehend. 
How could they have given three years of their lives to Jesus and He was going to leave 
them?  
 
By this time in the evening together, they were pretty rattled. So many things were 
happening that demonstrated anything but comfort. Jesus told them that one of them was 
going to betray Him, that their leader was going to deny Him, and that they all would 
leave Him.  
 
The Bible teaches that God may be approached exclusively through His only-begotten 
Son. Any other way leads to death — any other person, other than Christ is a lie: “a thief 
and a robber” (John 10:8). The idea that there are many paths to religious truth and that 
God is all-inclusive is a satanic lie.  
 
F.F. Bruce comments: “Jesus is, in fact, the only way by which men and women may 
come to the Father; there is no other way. If this seems offensively exclusive, let it be 
borne in mind that the one who makes this claim is the incarnate Word, the revealer of 
the Father. If God has no avenue of communication with mankind apart from his 
Word…mankind has no avenue of approach to God apart from that same Word, who 
became flesh and dwelt among us in order to supply such an avenue of approach.”  
 
Without the way, there is no going; without the truth, there is no knowing; without the 
life, there is no living. True Christianity is neither a bling, irrational, “leap in the dark” nor 
is it some vague, mysticism with faith as the center of all things. It is founded on the solid 
ground of overwhelming evidence of fact.  
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We are called to trust in the words and works of Jesus that open the door to the 
relational intimacy He desires to have with us. (John 14:12-14) 
 
The greater works to which Jesus referred were not greater in power than those He 
performed, but greater in extent. The disciples would perform miraculous works, as Jesus 
had done. But the greater works of which Jesus was speaking was the spiritual miracle of 
salvation. Jesus’ ministry never went any further than the physical boundaries of Israel. 
Yet, His followers would spread the gospel throughout the world — particularly Peter and 
Paul.  
 
Jesus gave the disciples an incredible promise of the true intimacy they would have with 
Him and the Father through prayer. Prayer would bridge the gap between their needs and 
His abundant, limitless, undeleted supply.  
 
The ultimate purpose for Christ’s gracious and bountiful supply is so “…the Father may be 
glorified in the Son.” To ask in Jesus’ name does not mean to end our prayer with the 
words. To pray in Jesus’ name has a far more profound and serious meaning.  
 
1 — it means to make requests consistent with God’s will and the purposes of His 
kingdom. (Matthew 6:10) 
 
2 — it means to approach God based on the merits of Jesus Christ alone, not on anything 
we have done or think we have accomplished that would bring God’s answer. It is to 
depend on Him completely to supply every need.  
 
3 — it is to express a sincere desire that God would be glorified in His answer.  
 
When we pray in this way, we pray in keeping with Jesus’ name — His person, His 
purposes, and His preeminence.  
 
Faith grows in the nourishment of the Word of God. It is Christ in your hand and the Spirit 
of God resides in your mind and heart to lead you into all truth that is revealed in the 
written Word. Anything outside of that — experience, human wisdom, human intellect — 
is not from above; it is a worldly wisdom that is earthly, unspiritual and demonic.  
 
It is time for the Church to be the Church triumphant, not the Church in turmoil. It is time 
for us to be the Church in faith, not the Church in fear. It is time for us to be the Church in 
love with Jesus, not the Church in lust for the world. It is time to be the Church confident 
in the truth of the Word, not the Church confused by cultural lies and new norms.  
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