
 

 

 
Equipped for the Inevitable 
“Position and Privilege for A Purpose” (Part 2) 
 

1 Peter 2:9a; 10  
All followers of Jesus, those who have placed their trust and faith in Him for the forgiveness of their 
sin, have been given everything necessary to live out their new lives in Christ. This new spiritual 
identity - solely and entirely given to us by the sovereign choice of God the Father, paid for by the 
blood of the Son on the cross, empowered by the Holy Spirit - brings with it incredible spiritual 
privileges. Peter teaches us the privileges in chapter 2:4-8.  
 
The spiritual privileges believers have are not meant for self-consumption. They are designed to 
radically transform our lives so that we are lights in the darkness. They are designed to transform the 
way we think and act. They help us to deny the remaining effects of sin while we still reside in the 
flesh.  
 
We are learning that our position in Christ and the spiritual privileges granted to us through the Spirit 
are all for an ultimate purpose. Once we understand the privilege of our life in Christ, the next 
principle is to fully engage in the priority of our life in Christ. 
 
We have looked at the first part of what Peter taught us about our relationship to Jesus: 
 
** The privilege of our life in Christ. (1 Peter 2:4-8) 
 
As we continue along this thought about our true identity and life in Christ, Peter gives us four 
identifiable characteristics that help us to rethink who we are and why we are in this world as Christ 
followers - His Church. Peter uses Old Testament terminology in identifying the church.  This allows 
us to know the way God sees us as His people is for a greater purpose. When this purpose is 
spiritually understood, the chains of selfish ambition and self-centered thought are shattered.  
 
** The priority of our life in Christ. (1 Peter 2:9a; 10) 
 
Peter moves us from our foundation on Christ, the chief cornerstone and the fact that we are the 
spiritual house of God as living stones, to these identifiable characteristics of who we are in Christ.  
 
1) A chosen race  
 
Peter’s Old Testament terminology describes Israel. In fact, the heart of God for the Church - to raise 
up a people to be His witness and His ambassadors who share His love and truth - is the same desire 
God had when He raised up Israel - a people for His own. (cf. Deuteronomy 7:6-9) 
 
Peter says that the church is chosen, just as God had chosen Israel for a special purpose in His 
redemptive plan for the world. Our salvation is based on the sovereign, electing purposes of God. 
Scripture makes this unmistakably clear (cf. John 15:16; Acts 13:48; Romans 9:13-16; 11:5; 1 
Corinthians 1:9; Ephesians 1:3-5; 1 Thessalonians 1:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:9; 2:10; 
Revelation 13:8; 17:8; 20:15). 



 

 

* Election is absolutely the solitary decision of God, thus it is the most pride-crushing truth in God’s 
Word. It devastates human pride since nothing in salvation derives from any human merit - it is all 
from God alone.(cf. John 1:12-13; Ephesians 2:8-9) 

* Election is totally by divine grace and it is the most God exalting doctrine. (cf. Romans 9:23; 
Ephesians 1:6-7; 2:7; 2 Thessalonians 2:13) 

* Election is the most holiness-promoting doctrine. Because God set His love on us before the 
foundation of the world, we should be consumed with gratitude and a passion to obey Him in all 
things. (cf. Deuteronomy 11:13; Joshua 24:24; Romans 6:17; 7:25) 

* Election is eternal and unchangeable, it is the most strength-giving doctrine in the Scriptures. It 
affords believers genuine peace no matter what the circumstances we face. (cf. Psalm 85:8; John 
14:27; 1 Corinthians 14:33; Ephesians 2:14-15; Colossians 1:20; 3:15; 2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

* Election is the most joy-producing spiritual privilege because it is the surest hope we have in the 
midst of a sinful world. (cf. Ephesians 4:4; Colossians 1:5; 23; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Hebrews 7:19; 
1 Peter 1:21) 

 

2) A royal priesthood  
 

The concept of a royal priesthood comes from Exodus 19, where God through Moses told Israel, 
“Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own 
possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6) 
 

Two things point to the image of the royal priesthood: 1- the priests serve the King by having access 
to His holy presence, where they would offer spiritual sacrifices to Him. 2- the priests rule with the 
King in His kingdom.  
 

3) A holy nation 
 

The word nation (Greek is ethnos) means, “people” as an ethnic group. Holy (hagios) means, 
“separate” or “set apart.” God sets us apart primarily to have a relationship with Him, and service to 
Him flows out that relationship.  
 

Sanctification is the life-long process of being set apart to God in all areas of our life. Sanctification is 
inherently bound up in salvation and sanctification has two important aspects: Our position or stand 
before God and our practical pattern of holy living.  
 

4) A people of His own possession  
 

What a marvelous thought to think that God has raised us up as a people of His own possession! The 
Greek term rendered possession means “to purchase, to acquire for a price.”  
 

We belong to God because He bought us at the ultimate price - as Peter has written to us in chapter 
1, “…knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with the precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” (1 Peter 1:18-19)  
 

Paul reminded Titus of this incredible price paid for us: “…Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds.” (Titus 2:13b-14) 
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